
EYE GUIDE   Design principles and 

concepts: 
 
COMPOSITION AND PERSPECTIVE:

 

 How a 

design is composed with a specific vantage point in 

mind. The compsotion and perspective of a piece 

will alter the effect it has on the viewer. Can be 

used to achieve realistic sense of space while 

creating visual interest.  

RULE OF THIRDS AND CROPPING: 

 aligning a subject with 

the points and intersections of the composition 

divided into 3rds length and width wise creates 

more tension, energy and interest in the composition 

than simply centering the subject would. 

ALIGNMENT AND PROXIMITY: How objects 

are placed and spaced in relation to each other. 

Alignment is where objects align with one another; 

proximity is how closely they are spaced. Designers 

consider both to control how viewers ‘read’ visual 

imagery 

PATTERN:          

Pattern refers to 

the repetition or reoccurrence of a design element, 

exact or varied, which establishes a visual beat. 

RHYTHM/MOVEMENT

Rhythm or 

movement refers to the suggestion of motion 

through the use of various elements. 

PROPORTION/SCALE: 

Proportion is the size relationship of parts to a 

whole and to one another. Scale refers to relating 

size to a constant, such as a human body. 

BALANCE:    

Balance is the impression of equilibrium in a 

pictorial or sculptural composition. Balance is often 

referred to as symmetrical, asymmetrical, or radial. 

UNITY: 

  Unity is achieved when the 

components of a work of art are perceived as 

harmonious, giving the work a sense of completion. 

(Repetition of similar colors, values/ textures 

creates unity)      

VARIETY: Variety of elements help create visual 

interest: In Starry Night above there is variety of 

size of stars, colors, values etc.  

FOCAL POINT/EMPHASIS/CONTRAST: 
Emphasis refers to the created center of interest, the 

place in an artwork where your eye is drawn. It is 

created by use of contrasting elements. Like the 

moon to in Starry Night is biggest and brightest of 

all the yellow shapes in the sky, or the large dark 

shape in the foreground. 

JUXTAPOSITION: the act or placement of two 
things (usually abstract concepts) near each 
other. 

  
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-Address&biw=1093&bih=521&tbm=isch&tbnid=Hxgo0i-i7g73ZM:&imgrefurl=http://thehelpfulartteacher.blogspot.com/2011/01/three-point-perspectivethe-really.html&docid=iEBT_zaxvXlRdM&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_F94JTwTwuvM/TTSmZRzafHI/AAAAAAAAAd4/lvuRaNCgvS8/s1600/Rachel+Wintemberg+copyright+three+point+perspective+suspension+bridge.jpg&w=1600&h=1140&ei=Z1JIUoLUEIj8qwGjtYGABQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:8,s:0,i:105&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=189&tbnw=266&start=8&ndsp=12&tx=173&ty=73
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wC5NKCfBINCLFM&tbnid=1A6KzfymeNvbvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2013/05/16/photography-composition-tips-3-ways-you-can-master-perspective/&ei=tFJIUtOvLYGoqgH66YGADg&bvm=bv.53217764,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHdesK7qMKlGyik_7ELyHloRayvSA&ust=1380557799726208
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=yVhK4R-XAG2dQM&tbnid=gXk3QZDVs8iUJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.photographymad.com/pages/view/10-top-photography-composition-rules&ei=nVNIUp83xr-qAfmFgfAE&bvm=bv.53217764,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNHACE6AVdvvLpxnOAa-ZaElRlB95Q&ust=1380558068592162
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qTCcftm9zFUhpM&tbnid=G0yV-9VDfY0neM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.vangoghgallery.com/painting/starry-night.html&ei=81ZIUsC7KsKKqgHl9YHIAg&bvm=bv.53217764,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEnhvFTbbMaPQOaaNJhIu12JuJ7Pg&ust=1380558956802239
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xx7Fi7VCjnY4oM&tbnid=_sp7i25s7OcGyM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.wikipaintings.org/en/rene-magritte/son-of-man-1964&ei=SFlIUvzqMMrArQGq5IDYBw&psig=AFQjCNHuM3PP02VDPPkjOXrw_6Ux07Du_g&ust=1380559560858485


EYE GUIDE: Art Elements 

Line:           

              

   Line is the path of a point moving through space. 

There are varying types of line: Organic, geometric, 

continuous, broken, thick, thin, and directional 

(vertical, horizontal, diagonal, ) 

Shape / Form:

 

Shape implies spatial form and is usually perceived 

as two-dimensional. Form has depth, length, and 

width and resides in space. It is perceived as three-

dimensional. 

Color:     

                      

  Colors all come from the three primaries and black 

and white. They have three properties – hue, value, 

and intensity.                                                     

Color schemes:                                                              

Primary: Red, yellow, blue 

Secondary: Green, orange, purple 

 

Tertiary: yellow-green, red-violet, etc. 

 

Complementary: Opposites on the color wheel 

Split Complementary: One opposite, and 2 colors 

next to the other opposite 

Double Complementary: 2 sets of complementary 

colors 

 

Analogous: 3-5 colors next to each other on the 

color wheel  

 

Monochromatic: One color plus black to make 

shades and tints to make white 

 

Value: 

     Value refers to 

relative lightness and darkness and is perceived in 

terms of varying levels of contrast. 

 

Texture: 

     

Actual Texture: refers to the tactile qualities of a 

surface     

Implied Texture: refers to the visual representation 

of such surface qualities  

Space/ Perspective: 

  

Space refers to the area in which art is organized. 

Perspective is representing a volume of space or a 

3-dimensional object on a flat surface.                    

Positive space= space an object/subject takes up 

Negative space/void= area around the 

object/subject 

Phycology of Color: 
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