Aesthetic Scan

Practice close observation and analysis of your chosen artist to help with distilling their work down to key visual
characteristics you can incorporate into your self portrait bust.
Criteria: At least one full page typed, double spaced, include an image of your chosen artist

1) Describe the work. T ake time to look very closely:
a. Wl’lo created it7 \When? What media was used? What is the size?7 \What imagerg do you see, and

where in the comPosition do you sce it? [Jow is the imagery rendered? ]s it highlg rea!istic, stg]ized,

or comple’celg non- objcctivc (ho imagerg)‘? What colorsj textures, shapes, lines and forms do you

see? Describe each... What kind of color? |ntense, bright’.’ I te
2) Analyze the C omposition:

b. Consider how the comPosition is arranged. ]s there a focal Point? [How does your eye move

around the comPosi’cion? |s there a sense of visual rhgthm? |s the movement still and slow, orfast?
How is the comPosition balanced? ]s there a sense of symmetry or asgmmetrg? Does it seem

unified? |s there a sense of variety?
5) lntcrErct:

a. Considcring the subjcct matter, materials, and how the Picce was created, what is it
communicating? |s the Piece a representation of realitg (realism)? [f so what is the
artist communicating about their subjcct and environment?

b. |sit expressing intense emotion? (exprcssionism) If so, what emotions is it
cxpressing? How can you tellz

c. |sit communicating a sPcchcic message? (Jnstrumentalism- art with a mcssagc) [f so,
what spechtic message is the artist communicating? What is the artists’ Perspective?
What is your Perspective?

d. |s the work more about the formal qualities’? (nomobjec{:ive or ‘abstract’~ Formalism)
|s the work about color? | ine? Shapc? |s there a lgrica] or musical feel to the Piece?
|s it bold? Quiet?

e. Was the work created for a spechcic function? [f so does it work?

4') Jude;c the Work:

a. Does the work successguny achieve what the artist intended? [fitisa realistic

rendering, is this achieved succcssgu”g? gust because you may not Jike’ a sPcciICic
type of art it doesn’t mean the work is unsuccessful or Poor]g executed. ]t is
necessary to understand the context in which it was created. A!wags read the artist
statement!

b. Does the work successguny grab your attention and evoke a rcsponse?

c. Does it create more questions in your mind?



