Techniques to Elaborate a Paragraph

ANECDOTES --  An anecdote is a short narrative inserted into an essay that develops an idea or argument.  This sounds like. . . 

Once when I was in middle school, the kids would always. . . .

Hey, I remember the time when I had to carry my . . . 

EXAMPLES -- provide more specific information about an idea. This sounds like. . . 

The cats were all acting like they were crazy.  For example, one jumped at me …My brothers always seem to pick on me.  For instance, they hide my soccer shoes before a game.

DEFINITIONS -- are a restatement of an unfamiliar word or phrase to tell the reader what it means.

The best part of our hot lunch program is the A La Carte.  What I mean is the little deli line-up past the lunch line where you can buy cookies, slushies, and candy bars.

STATISTICS and FACTS --  are the numbers (data) and information that help support your idea or argument.

Mom, did you know that 98% of all my friends get to stay up until 1:00 AM on weekends?

QUOTATIONS -- are words someone says that can help support your idea or argument.

Dr. Stein, the veterinarian from the animal shelter, agreed when he said, 

“Spaying or neutering dogs and cats is the single best gift a pet owner can give.”

DESCRIPTIONS—are a way to create vivid images for the reader. 

The sound of my phone cut through the silent class, andI anxiously dug into my backpack to grab it before Mrs. Schuman, the writing teacher, noticed.  Pawing through Chapstick, lipstick, gum wrappers and rubber hair wraps, my hand darted around the deep pockets of my backpack.“Must shut off ringer,”I thought.

COMPARE AND CONTRAST - To show differences when compared: siblings who contrast sharply in interests and abilities; a color that contrasted clearly with the dark background. 
CAUSES AND REASONS - a basis or cause, as for some belief, action, fact, event, etc.: the reason for declaring war.
      CHRONOLOGY OF AN EVENT (time segments) - the science of measuring time in fixed periods and of dating events and epochs and arranging them in the order of occurrence

