
WWII 



Answer the following question in 

writing: 

• Identify three important causes of World 

War II and explain their significance 



Causes 

• WWI – continuing hostilities 

• Japanese imperial ambitions 

• German expansionism 

• Failure to respond to Germany & Japan 

– League of Nations 

– Munich Agreement (1938) 



A different type of war 

• Fought in “theaters” instead of having a 

“front” 

• Included all but 11 countries of the world 

• Air warfare central 



Science and War 

• Higher death toll and number of refugees 
than previous wars 

• Unprecedented scale of human suffering 
due to changes in moral values and new 
technologies 

– Deliberate targeting of civilians 

– Industrialized extermination of populations 
(Jews, Gypsies, Homosexuals, Slavs) 

-- relativity of values 



Science and War 

• Application of 

scientific discoveries 

to help war effort: 

– Synthetic rubber 

– Radar 

– Antibiotics 

– Aircraft 

– Missiles 

– Atomic weaponry 

– Duck Tape 



Bombing Raids 

• First known purposeful targeting of 

civilians:  Guernica, Spain 

– Planes and pilots on “loan” from Hitler’s 

Germany to Franco (fascist leader of Spain) 

– Chased down civilians who were fleeing, shot 

with .50 caliber machine guns mounted on 

planes 

– Bombed civilian targets 

– Memorialized in Picasso’s “Guernica” 





Bombing raids 

• British and US excelled at bombing raids 
intended to “break the morale” of civilian 
populations 

• Massive raids on German cities caused 
substantial death 

• Armament production in Germany 
continued to increase until late 1944 

• Germans fired V-1 and V-2 missiles at 
cities of Britain 





Bombing of Civilian populations 

(cont) 

• Japanese cities mostly wood – very 

vulnerable to incendiary bombs 

• US bombing raids targeted civilian 

populations as part of campaign to 

demoralize Japan into surrender 

• Tokyo – March 1945 – 80,000 killed, 

1,000,000 homeless 

 



The Atomic Bomb 

• 1945 – dropping of atomic bombs on 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki  

• Decision to use bombs questionable 

• Hiroshima – 80,000 vaporized, 120,000 

burned or killed from radiation 













“the use of this barbarous weapon at Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki 

 was of no material assistance in our war against Japan 

. . . . My own feeling was that in being the first to use it,  

we had adopted an ethical standard common to the 

 barbarians of the Dark Ages. 

 I was not taught to make wars in that fashion,  

and wars cannot be won by destroying women and 

children.”97 

Admiral William D. Leahy, Truman’s 

chief of staff  

http://www.lewrockwell.com/raico/


The Holocaust 

• Nazi killing of civilians part of calculated plan to 

exterminate whole races of people 

• German Jews deprived of citizenship and legal 

rights, herded into ghettos where many died of 

starvation and disease 

• 1942 – “final solution” – modern industrial 

methods to kill off Jews 

– 6 million killed 

– Polish Catholics, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 

Gypsies, and the disabled also killed 









Effect on the home front 

• Distinction between “front” and “home 

front” obscured 

• Rapid military movements and air power 

carried war into homes 

• Armies swept through confiscating 

anything of value 

• Bombing raids destroyed whole cities 

• Millions fled homes in terror 



War and Civilians 

• War demanded huge 

effort from all civilians 

• In USSR and USA 

workers pushed to turn 

out tanks, ships, and 

other war materials. 

• Mobilization of men gave 

women significant roles in 

industry and agriculture 



US during war 

• Us flourished during war – economy stimulated 
by war production 

• Consumer goods in short supply – rationing 

• Saving increased laying foundations for post-war 
boom 

• Women, African-Americans, and Mexican 
Americans into jobs once reserved for white men 

• Migration of African-Americans and Mexican-
Americans resulted in overcrowding in cities and 
discrimination 

• Japanese Americans placed in concentration 
camps, many lost everything 





War and Environment 

• Depression slowed down industry and 

resulting stress on environment 

• War reversed trend – increased damage 

• Some damage due to warfare, but most 

due to mining, industry, logging 

• Damage of war period small compared to 

damage of post-war consumer boom 



Summary of major effects 

• Ethical standards lost  

• Old global order destroyed by depression, world 
war, nationalism 

• Collapse of Germany and Japan – 
reconstruction 

• Rise of two “Superpowers” – USA & USSR 
(“Bipolarity”), ideologically driven conflicts 

• Colonial powers weakened 

• Attempts to prevent recurrence: European 
cooperation, United Nations 


