
Qing China: Collapse 

was the last dynasty of China, 
ruling from 1644 to 1911 with a 

brief, abortive restoration in 1917. 
It was preceded by the Ming 
Dynasty and followed by the 

Republic of China. 

 

 



Foreign exploitation 

• After Opium War, other European powers fought 
with China 

• MFN status 

• Foreigners occupied trade zones and ran some 
areas 

• Opium trade legal again 

• Extraterritoriality 

• “Spheres of Influence” 

• Indemnities 





Confucian Conservatives 

• Manchu court employed 

bureaucracy of Confucian scholars 

• Conservative scholars (sometimes 

called “Mandarins”) prevented 

modernizing and westernizing 

• Path to power still Confucian exam 

system instead of mastery of 

science, mathematics, engineering 



Corrupt & Incompetent 

Governance 

• Young emperor Xianfeng (Tongzi) died during 
2nd Opium War 

• Cixi’s 5 year old son put on throne while Cixi 
ruled 

• Son died in 1875, Cixi official empress 

• Cixi’s government was corrupt & heavily 
influenced by court eunuchs 

• Cixi wasted money meant for navy on  

 non-functional marble pleasure boat 

• Cixi’s government switched loyalties 
frequently, e.g. the Boxer Rebellion 



Corrupt & Incompetent Governance 

• Local governors and warlords started to 

gain power 

• Acted as administrators – not always just, 

they exploitative the people they 

governed. 

• Beginning of decentralization 



Rebellions and Civil War 

• Unhappy peasants rebelled: 

– Taiping Rebellion (1850 – 1864) 

– Boxer Rebellion (1899--1901) 



The Taiping Rebellion 
• Started by Hong Xiuquan, failed Confucian 

scholar candidate 

• Influenced by egalitarianism, Confucianism, and 
Old Testament-style Christianity 

• Began among marginalized Hakka minority 
community 

• Defeated communities forced to join 

• Women’s status better than Qing 

• Took over Nanjing & made it capital 

• 20-30 million died from war, starvation, disease 

• Invasion by British & French segued into defeat 
of Taipings 





Boxer Rebellion 

• Peasant movement associated with 
martial arts and anti-foreign spirit 

• Nunnery attacked for “eating hearts of girl 
children” 

• Movement spread to countryside 

• Christians massacred 

• Christian communities rescued by US 
marines 

• Use of modern weaponry stopped uprising 



Overpopulation 

• Not enough land to feed 400 million, 

much less leave private plots near bones 

of ancestors 

• 1855 – Yellow River changed course, 

killing millions and flooding large parts of 

Shandong 

• Spread of Bubonic Plague from SW 

China to rest (and onward to Singapore, 

India, San Francisco, London 







Foreign attack • 2nd Opium War British & 
French invasion 

• Qing government deep in 
debt & couldn’t repay 

• British & French 
governments participated in 
recovery – “Tongzi 
Restoration” 

• British & French officials in 
charge of Qing offices (e.g. 
Imperial Maritime Customs) 

• China’s regional nobles and 
warlords took charge of 
reform & recovery programs, 
decentralization began 

 


