
Mughal India 



Before the Mughals 

• Repeated invasions by Muslims as Islam 

spread 

• Invasions involved destruction of many 

Hindu temples 

• Establishment of short-lived Delhi 

Sultanate 

• Fall of Delhi Sultanate 



Delhi 

Sultanate 



First Mosque in India – Delhi Sultanate 



The Mughal Beginning 

• Invasions from Central Asia Muslims 

linked to the Mongols  

• King of Kabul (Afghanistan) Babur invited 

to protect Lahore  

• Captured much of north India and became 

the first Padisha (emperor) of the Mughals 

(1526) 

 

 



Another gunpowder empire 

• Babur’s success due to combined Afghan 

and Turk armies using cannon 

 





Moghul Emperors a mixed lot 

• Babur’s son Humayun more interested in 

opium and astrology than ruling 

• Driven out of his Delhi capital by Afghan 

warlord Sher Shah 

• Hamayun recaptured the Punjab, Delhi, 

and Agra but died by slipping on the stairs 

of his astronomical lab high on opium 





Akbar – a good emperor 

• Akbar – grandson of Babur, son of 

Humayun 

• 13 yrs old when took throne – Empire 

ruled by regent Bayram Khan 

• Bayram Khan went on the hajj, was 

stabbed to death in Gujarat 

• 1526 – Akbar took full power 





Why Akbar was “Great” 

• Recognized the pluralistic nature of India 
and importance of Hindu cooperation 

• Married Rajput princess to keep Rajputs 
from invading 

• Ended forced conversion of POW’s and 
their families 

• Abolished tax on Hindu pilgrims 

• Abolished hated non-Muslim poll tax, 
winning massive Hindu support 



But wait --- There’s More! 

• Energetic, powerful, but mercurial man 

• Epileptic 

• Developed mansabdari system to run the 
empire 

– 32 ranks 

– All higher ranks hand-picked, so very loyal 

– 15% were Hindus, some were Rajputs, etc. 

– Many mansabdars were foreigners (e.g. 
Afghan) 



And yet more 

• Empire divided into 12 provinces ruled by 

a governor with a court 

• Cities administered by mayors 



Tax policies 

• Requirement depended on how fertile land 
was, but averaged 30%. 

• Much less coercion in tax collection 

• Districts having hard times given breaks 

• Most peasants better off than in previous 
periods 

• Mandabdars lived lives of extreme luxury, were 
highly paid 

• Because all wealth went back to Akbar after 
death, Mansabdars lived luxuriously 



Law 

• Used Shar’ia 

• Ulama as interpreters of Sharia 

• Akbar had final say 

• In local disputes between Hindus, Hindu 

law used 

• Village councils of five made many village-

level decisions 



Trade 

• Much trade in part due to demand by 

mansabdars for luxury goods 

– Arabian horses 

– Harems 

– Slaves 

– Textile export 

– Kashmir wool 

– Indigo and opium 



Religious pluralism 

• Akbar created the “divine faith” in which he 

was considered a god 

• Converted to sufi mysticism 

• Blended Hindu, Jain, Sikh, Christian, and 

Zoroastrian rituals 

• Had octagonal debate room with catwalk 

• Worried Muslim leaders who thought he 

had abandoned Islam 



Delhi’s Red Fort – Akbar’s Reign 



Mughal Culture 

• Heavy Persian influence 

– Sufism 

– Persian official language of court 

– Decadent dress, décor, manners, and morals 

of Persian court custom 

– Used images of people and animals 

 

Syncretic culture: Mughlai 



Mughlai cultural development 

• Akbar funded Hindi writers 

• Royal patronage to Urdu and Persian 
writers 

• Architecture – blend of Islamic-Persian 
and Rajput-Hindu styles 

– Example: Fatehpur Sikri 

 

Painting flourished – over 100 painters 
employed at court and given mansabdar rank  



Fatepur Sikri 



Akbar betrayed by son 

• Son declared himself emperor while Akbar 

was fighting in the Deccan 

• Ultimately poisoned by son 

• Son Salim took title of “world seizer” 

• Salim controlled the most powerful empire 

of the time 



Selim 

(Jahangir) 



Three emperors, three examples 

• Jahangir 

– Married remarkable Persian woman 

– Greatly increased Persian culture at court 

– Liberalized arts (e.g. naked women) 

– Wife ruled Empire behind the scenes 

– Supported her son as next emperor 

– Illustrative of how women could take power 

behind the scenes 

 



Shah Jahan 
• Son of Jahangir 

• Struggled for power with his mother 

• put all of closest relatives to death: Mother 
pensioned off 

• Addicted to lavish architecture: most famous is 
Taj Mahal for wife  

• Spent billions on peacock throne encrusted with 
jewels while peasants starved 

• Raised taxes to 50% 

• Bullied and treated aides and generals like 
children, eliminating initiative and creativity 





Aurangzeb 

• Son of Shah Jahan 

• Militant, orthodox Muslim, considered a 

“prayer-monger” by his father 

• Sent to the Deccan where he spent his 

early adulthood in bloody wars 

• When Shah Jahan died from sexual 

activity, took throne 

• Betrayed and murdered liberal brother 



Aurangzeb 



Aurangzeb 

• 1658 – took throne as “World Conqueror” 

• Most pious and ruthless Mughal emperor 

• Considered a Caliph by Sunnis 

• Stopped monumental construction and 
royal expenditures on court 

• Banished foreign (Persian) customs from 
court 

• Ended period of religious tolerance & re-
imposed non-Muslim poll tax 





Resistance from Sikhs 

• Sikhs – sect founded by Guru Nanak 

– meditation 

– Syncretic religion: Islam and Hinduism 

– Rejected caste system 

– Wore distinct hair-style and clothing, 
ornaments 

– Primarily in the Pujab region  

– Sacred text as last guru – Granth Sahib 

– Became militant after persecution by 
Aurangzeb 



Guru Nanak 



Golden Temple at Amritsar 



Summary 

• Mughal empire greatest of its time 

• Influenced by Islamic, Persian , and Hindu 
culture 

• Gave local leaders power and wealth as 
mansabars 

• Had lavish court life, fantastic architecture 

• Rulers varied widely and affected overall 
relations, from tolerant to extreme 

• Involved in international trade 

• Resisted by Sikhs and other native groups 

 


