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El6sz6

Galantan tolttte a szerzd gyermekkora legszebb hét esztendejét. Hires
volt akkor a galantai banda, Mihdk primés alatt. De még hiresebb lehetett
szaz évvel azel6tt. 1800 tajan Bécsben tdbb flzet magyar tanc jelent meg.
Egyiknek cimeigyjelsti meg forrasat: ,vonverschiedenenZigeunern aus Galan-
tha”. Ma mar hirmondé sem maradt belSlilk. Hadd folytassa ez a kis mdi a
régi galantai hagyomanyt.

Kodaly Zoltan, 1934

Haydn és Beethoven kordban, a XVI. &s XIX. szazad forduldjan, Galanta
(ma Szlovakia része) az Esterhazy grofok birtoka volt: a csalad két kastélyt is
épfttetett itt. A helység neve ott szerepel nemesi predikdtumukban: ,Ester-
hézy von Galantha”. Az ott laké muzsikus-ciganyok hire taljutott a kdzség
hataran: a XVIIl. szazad végén tobb irodalmi md megemlékezett réluk, Jo-
hann Martin Stock pozsonyi arcképfests pedig rézmetszeteken 6rokitette
meg 1778 tajan egy galantai hegedUs, cimbalmos és nagyb8gds képét. Tar-
sadalmi statusukat tekintve a muzsikusok az Esterhédzyak jobbégyai voltak.
Repertoarjuk egy része, zongoraatiratban, megjelent 1803-ban Bécsben
,Sauer csaszari és kiralyi privilegizalt miikereskedésé”-nek kiadasaban. Ennek
néhany példanya maradt csak rank: elsé fuzete az egykori Esterhdzy-zenekar
karmestere, Joseph Haydn hagyatékaban. A két flizetbdl &llo teljes ciklusra
és az 1807-t8| a bécsi ,Chemische Druckerey” altal megjelentetett, négy fu-
zetb6| &ll6 Originelle Ungarische Nationaftdnze cim( kiadvanyra Major Ervin
zenetdrténész bukkant 1927-ben a budapesti Nemzeti Zenede konyvtara-
ban, & hivia fel rajuk Kodaly figyelmét.

Néhany évvel késsbb, 1933 &szén, fennélldsanak 80. évfordulsjat tnnepel-
te a Budapesti Filharmdniai Tarsasag. Elndk-karnagya ekkor Dohnanyi Ernd
volt, a vilaghird zongoram(ivész. A Tarsasag valasztménya &t, tovabba Bar-
tok Bélat és Kodaly Zoltant kérte fel, hogy Uinnepi hangverseriylkre egy-egy
Gj mvet komponéljon. Ezen a hangversenyen hangzott el eldszér Dohnanyi
Szimfonikus percek cim( kompoziciéja, Bartok Ot magyar népdala ének-
hangra és zenekarra, valamint Kodaly mive, a Galdntai tdncok. Ez utébbi
meglehetdsen késdn késziilt el: a zeneszerzd elsé feleségének haztartasi
napléja szerint Kodaly 1933. szeptember 16-an fejezte be a kompozicios
vazlatot és oktéber 10-én a md hangszerelését. Tizenkét nappal késébb mar




a féprabat tartottak, masnap, oktdber 23-an az 6sbemutatot, Dohnanyi ve-
zényletével.

Kodaly 1923-ban, a Psalmus hungaricusszal taldlt ra szimfonikus muveinek
legfébb inspiracios forrasara: nemzete térténelmére. Ezt egyik tanulméanya-
ban fgy fogalmazta meg: ,Nem ismerjik, nem érthetjlik egészen egy kor
torténetét, ha zenéjébsl semmit sem ismeriink. {...] Mert van az emberi

" érzés- és gondolatvildgnak egy rétege, melyet csak a zene tud kifejezni és

semmi mas.” A Marosszéki tancok (1929) a régi Erdély, ,az egykori Tln-
dérorszag” képét idézik fel, a Felszallott a pava-valtozatok (1939), egy
ezerévesnél idGsebb dallambal kiindulva, magyar ,Halal és megdics6illés”
vizidjat a Ii. vilaghaboru fenyeget6 arnyékaban. A zenekari Concerto (1940)
azt a magyar barokkot almodja életre, mely a masfél szézados t6rok hddolt-
sag szorfttatasdban igazaban nem szllethetett meg. A Te Deum pedig, Buda
varanak a torok uralomtol valé megszabaduldsa 250. évfordulsjara (1936),
a visszanyert szabadsagot dicséiti. A Galdntai tdncok a nemzet torténel-
mének azt a korat idézi fel, melyben a magyarsag, katasztrofak évszazadai
utdn, Ujra magdra taldl alkotd elszéntsdgban és méltésagban, nekildt a
nyugateurdpai kultlrahoz vezetd, szétrombolt utak Gjjaépitéséhez, és 6nallo
hanggal tjra megjelenik Eurépa zeneéletében.

Ez az (j hang, melyre Eurdpa felfigyel, egyfajta tanczene: a verbunkos. Nyo-
ma, mint friss szin, mar Haydn és Beethoven muveiben feltlnik. Kodaly egy
nemzet ujjaszlletésének nagyszabést szimfonikus képét teremti meg a ver-
bunkos elemeibél. Mert a Galantai tancoknak csak motivumai valdk 1800
tajarol: a mi formaterve, harméniavilaga, fejlesztésmaédija, hangszerelése a
XX. szazadi (jité mester alkotomihelyének jegyeit viseli. Formaja a roman-
tikus magyar rapszodia, a barokk concerto, a klasszikus rondo és variacio, a
modern improvizacié elemeit integralja. A kidolgozas soran €l a témaimita-
ci6 eszkdzével — mely teljesen ismeretlen még a verbunkos zenében. Barokk
hatésré! tantskodik a zenekar egyes csoportjainak szembedllitasa is, az 6n-
all6 mondanivalé kontrapunktikus egyidejliségének jegyében. Bevezetése
sz6l6- és tutti-részek kontrasztjara épll szabad fantdzia. A lasst, meélto-
sagteljes f6téma modellje egy gyors verbunkos volt: valédi karakterét Kodaly
tévedhetetlen biztonsaggal ismerte fel.

A mU formai vaza: lassu tétel (1-412. (tem) és gyors (413-607. Utem, a
lass(i rész f6témajanak és mas elemeinek visszatérésével). A lassd tétel: ron-




do, a fétéma haromszori megjelenésével és harom epizéddal. A gyors resz
témaija is harom fzben szélal meg, az epizddok a lasst részb6l valok. A da-
rab codéja a [X. szimfonia scherzdjanak zardgesztusat idézi fel. Tiszteletadas
Beethovennek, aki az els6k kozdtt gazdagitotta énnon kifejezéeszkdzeit
kora Gj magyar zenéjének dallamaival, ritmusaival és érzelmeivel.

Bonis Ferenc, 2008
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Preface

Galdnta is a small Hungarian market-town known to the travellers from
Vienna to Budapest. The composer has passed there seven years of his
childhood. There existed at that time a famous Gipsy-band which has disap-
peared in the meantime. Their music was the first ‘orchestral sonority” which
came to the ear of the child. The forbears of these gipsies were known
already more than hundred years ago. About 1800 some books of Hungar-
ian dances were published in Vienna, one of which contained music ‘after
several gipsies from Galantha'. They have preserved the old Hungarian tradi-
tion. In order to continue it the composer has taken his principal subjects
from these ancient editions.

Zoltan Kodaly, 1934

In Haydn and Beethoven’s day, at the turn of the nineteenth century, Ga-
lanta (now in Slovakia) was one of the estates of the Esterhézy family. The
branch of the family that were counts built themselves two seats there
which led to the family being granted the full noble appellation ‘Esterhazy
von Galantha’. The local gypsy-band was famous well beyond the bounds
of Galanta and was mentioned in several works of Hungarian literature of
the 18th century. It was further popularized through the engravings made
around 1778 by the portraitist Johann Martin Stock of Pressburg (now Brati-
slava) depicting a fiddle player, cimbalom player and double bass player.
Socially speaking, these musicians were Esterhdzy serfs. Part of their reper-
toire was arranged for piano and published in Vienna in 1803 by ‘Sauers K.K.
priv. Kunsthandlung’. A few examples of this edition are still extant, a copy
of the first volume forming part of the estate of no less than Joseph Haydn,
prince Esterhazy’s Kapelimeister. In 1927, this complete edition — and also
the series of Hungarian dances Originelfe Ungarische Nationaftdnze, first
published in 1807 by the Viennese music publishers ‘Chemische Druckerey’ -
came into hands of the musicologist Ervin Major, who first aroused Zoltan
Kodaly's interest in these important sources for the history of Hungarian mu-
sic.

Some years later, in the autumn of 1933, the Budapest Phitharmonic Society
celebrated the 80th anniversary of its foundation. At the time, the world-
famous pianist Ernst v. Dohnényi was president of the society and conductor
of its orchestra. He and two other composers — Béla Barték and Zoltan




‘Kodaly — were invited by the Philharmonic committee to write new works
for the anniversary concert. Consequently, the festival concert on 23 Oc-
tober saw Dohnanyi conduct the premiére of his own Symphonic Minutes,
Barték's Five Hungarian Folksongs for voice and orchestra, and Kodaly's
Dances from Galdnta. Kodaly's score was only completed relatively late in
the day. According to the diary of his first wife Emma, he had sketched the
work out by 16 September but did not finish the full orchestra! score until
10 October, twelve days before the dress rehearsal and only thirteen days
before the concert itself.

It was with the work Psalmus Hungaricus (1923) that Kodéaly discovered the
most significant source of inspiration for his later symphonic compaositions,
namely, the history of his homeland. He later described the importance of
this discovery in one of his scholarly studies: 'One cannot claim that one
knows of understands the history of a period if one knows nothing of its
music. [...] For there is a level of human feeling and thought that can only
express itself in music, and in nothing else.” While the Dances from Ma-
rosszék (1929) present a picture of the ‘fairyland’ of old Transylvania, the
variations on the ancient folksong Fefszéllott a pédva (The Peacock, 1939)
were composed under the threatening shadow of the Second World War
and reflect the vision of a people’s ‘death and transfiguration’. In his Con-
certo for orchestra (1940) he conjures up the dream of a Hungarian Barogue
that was in fact prevented from developing by 150 years of Turkish occupa-
tion. Kodaly's Te Deum (1936) was composed for the 250th anniversary of
the liberation of the castle of Buda from the Turks and is a song of praise
for freedom regained. Finally, the symphonic tableau Dances from Galén-
ta evokes a post-liberation era in which — after centuries of catastrophes
— Hungary rediscovered its dignity and sense of identity and began to recon-
struct the bridges to European culture that past events had destroyed. It was
also in this era that Western Europe became conscious of Hungarian music
and began to appreciate its particular idiom.

The new Hungarian sound that charmed ears all over Europe came in a dance
form that had developed from military recruiting music, the ‘verbunkos’,
traces of which can even be recognized in Haydn and Beethoven, who used
it to strike a new and fresh tone in their own works. In the Dances from Ga-
lanta, Kodaly created a grand symphonic tableau representing nothing less
than the rebirth of a nation. Nevertheless, only the motifs derive from the

Xl
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time around 1800: Structure, harmony, thematic development and instru-
mentation are formed effectivly as a ‘workshop’ of the 20th century. The
work combines elements from a variety of forms: the Hungarian rhapsody
of the Romantic period, the Baroque concerto, the classical rondo and vari-
ation as well as modern improvisation. To take one example, Kodaly used
the technique of thematic imitation which was still entirely unknown in the
time of the verbunkos. The Baroque influence is evident in his use of coun-
terpoint, in the simultaneity of various subjects played by different sections
of the orchestra. The work’s introductory section is a free fantasia with con-
trasting solo and tutti passages. The model for the slow and dignified main
theme was a fast verbunkos, the true character of which Kodaly had recog-
nized with unfailing certainty.

in formal terms, the work can be described as follows: A slow movement
(bars 1-412) is followed without a break by a fast movement with reca-
pitulations of the principal theme and of other elements from the slow
movement (bars 413~607). The slow movement is a rondo featuring three
appearances of the principal theme and three interpolated episodes. Thé
theme of the fast movement is also heard three times, with the episodes in
this case being variants from the slow movement. The coda quotes the final
bars of the Scherzo of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9, most likely as a tribute
to one of the first classical composers to have enriched his expressive means
through his use of the melodies, rhythms and feelings of the new Hungarian
music.

Ferenc Bénis, 2008
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A Budapesti Filharméniai Tarsasag alakulasanak 80. évforduldjara




BESETZUNG DES ORCHESTERS

.2 Flauti

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetti in la
2 Fagotti

A Corniin fa
2 Trambe in do

Timpani
Percussione: Triangolo, Campanelle, Tamburo piccolo

Violino |
Violino !l
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabbasso

Durata: 15min
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Tanze aus Galanta

fiir Orchester (1933) Zoltan Kodaly
(1882-1967)
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