
Stencil – Use your object or create a Self Portrait 
 

We will use the Street Art Movement to learn how to research art.  Our artform will 

be stencils.  Use your object or image of yourself to create a stencil. You can create as 

many layers as you want.  This must be displayed as part of the set of 6! 

 

We will watch Exit Through the Gift Shop in class.  In addition, I ask that you watch 

the videos on the next page as homework to help you take our required notes.   

 

Art Research To Do: 

Make an informative magazine style double page spread in your art journal about 

Street Art.  I encourage you to use your Ipad, print, and attach to your art journal. 

 

When you research art you should always discuss each of an artwork’s components: 

Materials, Techniques, Composition, Meaning, and Function.   
1. Define: tag, graffiti writing, mural, street art in terms of legality and the intent of the artist 

2. Names of famous street artists 

3. Places they work 

4. How do they make their work? 

a. Materials 

b. Technique -stencil, wheat paste, sticker bomb, graffiti writing, tag, mural, free hand, 

other? 

c. Composition – elements and principles of design – color? Contrast? Texture? Other? 

5. Meaning: What does the work communicate to the audience?   

6. Function:  How does the work effect culture? See the list below:  

 

 



In addition, watch the following videos to help you understand the required questions. 
 

 MOCA LA Street Art Exhibition 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=igwbx7E-HuA  

Shepard Fairey Video explaining Obama, brand obey, images 
o Hope: Shepard Fairey and Barack Obama 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMCxtFmzmxM 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_EOzZ9iaJQ 

o Shepard Fairey on Fighting the AP Over Obama HOPE Image 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-56rcLxmk4 

o SHEPARD FAIREY - YOUR AD HERE 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rHkLqxAcws 

o Why Shepard Fairey's inauguration protest posters won't have Trump on them | PBS 
NewsHour 

 http://www.pbs.org/newshour/art/shepard-fairey-launches-people-poster-
campaign-trumps-inauguration/  

o The woman in the iconic Shepard Fairey poster was at the Women'sMarch  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-ygWbTEsuM  
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STENCIL INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS 

Hand stencils in Upper Palaeolithic cave art 
A research project of the Department of Archaeology. 

Background 

The human hand forms one of the most ancient themes of human art. Prehistoric examples of hand prints (positive 

images formed by covering the hand with paint and placing it on a surface, rather like modern children create) and 

stencils (negative images formed by placing the hand against a surface and blowing paint around it) are known from 

prehistoric contexts in Latin America, the Sahara, Indonesia, Australia and Tasmania, in many cases dating back 

several thousand years. For decades these have been thought to be Mid Upper Palaeolithic in age (around 22-29,000 

14C BP) but recent dating and critical evaluation of existing data have shown that they are among the earliest 

examples of European Upper Palaeolithic cave art., stretching back at least to 35,000 (calendar) years ago. 

 
National Geographic – stencil making by prehistoric people 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/06/photogalleries/cave-handprints-actually-women-missions-

pictures/index.html 
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What are stencils used for now? 

T-Shirts 

 
 

 

Stencils for Posters 

 

  
 

 

 

 



 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on this photo reference of me to make a multi layered stencil: 

Good: can see 4 layers, can see pupils and jaw line 

Bad: cannot see hair line because of lack of contrast to background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OPTIONS ON HOW TO MAKE A STENCIL 

 
a. MS word high contrast, print, trace on transparency paper 

 
b. Simplify layers with photoshop 

i. Change image to BandW 
ii. go under filters  
iii. under artistic 
iv. Choose "cut out"  
v. choose 8 levels if you want 8 values (8 is the most) 
vi. high edge simplicity 
vii. low edge fidelity 

c. Download ‘Stencil Pic’ App 

 

 
d. Do it by observation 

e. Online resources: 

i. http://stencilcreator.org/  

ii.  

http://stencilcreator.org/


 

 
iii. Free Stencil Maker  

1.  http://online.rapidresizer.com/make-name-patterns.php  

 

 

http://online.rapidresizer.com/make-name-patterns.php


 Use transparencies to create your stencil and cut with an 

Xacto knife.  Always cut on a cutting matte, let me know if 

blades are dull! 
 

 After you cut your stencil try: acrylic paint, spray paint, 

airbrush, printing press. 
 


