
Rubrics for Process Portfolio and Artwork 
Name:________________________________Date:________________________Grading Period:________________________ 

Circle your score for each descriptor.  Write page numbers for where the descriptor occurs in your Process 
Portfolio. Use the strategies and always cite your sources – both visual and written.   

 

Process Portfolio Rubric    Weighting: 50%  

Students at SL and HL should:  
-explore and work with a variety of techniques, technologies, effects and processes in order to extend their skills base, making independent decisions about the choices of 
media, form and purpose that are appropriate to their intentions  
-reflect on their own processes as well as learning about the processes of experimenting, exploring, manipulating and refining the use of media in a variety of ways  
-develop a body of work that evidences investigation, development of ideas and artworks and demonstrates a synthesis of ideas and media.  
Process portfolio Submission Requirements Reminder: 
Students at HL submit carefully selected materials which evidence their experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual arts activities during the 
two-year course. HL students submit 13–25 screens which evidence their sustained experimentation, exploration, manipulation and refinement of a variety of art-making 
activities. For HL students the submitted work must have been created in at least three art-making forms, selected from a minimum of two columns of the art-making forms 
table.  

 

 



IB Criterion 
-Mark the descriptor that best fits your score 

Strategies used  
-circle what strategies you used or 
write in further explanation 
 

Visual examples, score, and feedback 

A. Skills, techniques and processes  
Using the required number of art-making forms from the art-making forms table, to what extent 
does the work demonstrate:  
 Sustained experimentation and manipulation of a range of skills, techniques and 
processes,         showing the ability to select and use materials appropriate to their intentions?  
 
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below  

1–3  The work demonstrates some experimentation and manipulation of skills, 
techniques, processes and selection of materials, which may not be appropriate or 
related to intentions. This work is incoherent.  

4–6  Working across at least the required number of media and forms, the work 
demonstrates experimentation and manipulation of some skills, techniques, 
processes and the appropriate selection of materials, which are largely consistent 
with intentions. This work is superficial at times.  

7–9  Working across at least the required number of media and forms, the work 
demonstrates purposeful experimentation and manipulation of a range of skills, 
techniques and processes. The selection of materials is mostly consistent with 
intentions.  

10–
12  

Working across at least the required number of media and forms, the work 
demonstrates assured and sustained experimentation and manipulation of a range 
of skills, techniques and processes, and a highly appropriate selection of materials, 
consistent with intentions.  

 
 
 

 

 
- Drawings, sketches and designs 
- Preliminary paintings and small studies 
- Photographic contact sheets and test prints 
- Computer screenshots 
- Photographic record of sculptural process 
- Experiments with materials 
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B. Critical investigation  
To what extent does the work demonstrate:  

 Critical investigation of artists, artworks and artistic genres, communicating the 
student’s growing awareness of how this investigation influences and impacts upon their own 
developing art-making practices and intentions?  
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below  

1–2  The work shows limited critical investigation with little or limited awareness of the 
impact on the student’s own developing art practices or intentions.  

3–4  The work shows sound critical investigation which displays an awareness of the 
impact on the student’s own developing art practices and intentions.  

5–6  The work shows in-depth critical investigation, clearly communicating a secure and 
insightful awareness of how this investigation has impacted upon the student’s own 
developing practices and intentions.  

 

 
- Annotated images of other artists’ works 
- Experiments using the style or technique of 
an artist 
- Producing copies of works “after” a particular 
artist 
- Written reflections on the connections 
between an investigated artist and your own 
work 
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C. Communication of ideas and intentions (in both visual and written forms)  
Using the required number of art-making forms from the art-making forms table, to what extent 
does the student demonstrate:  

 the ability to clearly articulate how their initial ideas and intentions have been formed 
and developed and how they have assimilated technical skills, chosen media and ideas to 
develop their work further?  
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–2  The work lists how initial ideas or intentions have been formed or developed. The 
work rarely communicates how technical skills, media or ideas have contributed to 
their work.  

3–4  The work attempts to identify how initial ideas and intentions have been formed and 
developed, but this is underdeveloped. The work communicates how technical skills, 
media and ideas have been assimilated, but with room for further depth.  

5–6  The work clearly articulates how initial ideas and intentions have been formed and 
developed. The work effectively communicates how technical skills, media and ideas 
have been assimilated to develop the work further.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
- Concept maps of ideas and themes 
 
- Planning imagery with annotations 
considering how meaning might be conveyed 
through the work 
 
- Reflections and evaluations made throughout 
the progress of a work, resulting in changes in 
direction or imagery or technique 
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D. Reviewing, refining and reflecting (in both visual and written forms)  
To what extent does the work demonstrate:  

 The ability to review and refine selected ideas, skills, processes and techniques, and to 
reflect on the acquisition of skills and their development as a visual artist?  
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–2  The work demonstrates little understanding of the process of reviewing or refining 
ideas, skills, processes or techniques. Reflection is mostly descriptive or superficial.  

3–4  The work demonstrates a process of reviewing and refining ideas, skills, processes 
and techniques, but this is underdeveloped. The work presents a reflection upon the 
acquisition of skills as an artist, but with room for further depth.  

5–6  The work demonstrates a highly effective and consistent process of reviewing and 
refining ideas, skills, processes and techniques. The work presents a meaningful and 
assured reflection upon the acquisition of skills and analysis of the student’s 
development as an artist.  

 
 

 

 
- Various trials of compositional arrangements 
- Reworking imagery employing different 
techniques or media 
- Reflections and evaluations made throughout 
the progress of a work, resulting in changes in 
direction or imagery or technique 
- Evaluations of completed work generating 
new ideas 
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E. Presentation and subject-specific language  
To what extent does the work:  

 Ensure that information is conveyed clearly and coherently in a visually appropriate 
and legible manner, supported by the consistent use of appropriate subject-specific language?  
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–3  The work makes some attempt to convey information clearly or in a visually 
appropriate manner; however this may be inconsistent or not always appropriate. 
There is some attempt to use subject-specific language but this is infrequent or with 
inaccuracies.  

4–5  The work clearly and coherently conveys information which results in visually 
appropriate, legible and engaging work. Subject-specific language is used accurately 
and appropriately throughout.  

 

 
- Balance of text and visuals 
 
- Writing is legible 
 
- Layout is considered 
 
- Language is appropriate. Appropriate 
terminology is used.  Artists’ names and 
movements are spelled correctly. 
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F. The student has applied the teacher directed prompts or requirements into the work.  
To what extent does the work Research the requirements given for the assignment? 

Points will be given or  deducted from the appropriate category or categories above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final Score______/35 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Artwork Rubric (Exhibition) 
Weighting: 50%  
Students at SL and HL submit for assessment a selection of resolved artworks for their exhibition. The selected pieces should show evidence of their technical accomplishment during 
the visual arts course and an understanding of the use of materials, ideas and practices to realize their intentions. Students also evidence the decision-making process which 
underpins the selection of this connected and cohesive body of work for an audience in the form of a curatorial rationale.  

During the course students will have learned the skills and techniques necessary to produce their own independent artwork in a variety of media. In order to prepare for assessment in 
this component, students will select the required number of pieces to best match the task requirements and demonstrate their highest achievement. Students at SL select 4–7 
artworks for submission while students at HL select 8–11 artworks for submission.  

The final presentation of the work is assessed in the context of the presentation as a whole (including the accompanying text) by the teacher against the task assessment criteria. 

Task details  
For the exhibition task students at SL and HL should select and present their own original resolved artworks which best evidences:  
 -technical competence  
 -appropriate use of materials, techniques, processes  
 -resolution, communicating the stated intentions of the pieces  
 -cohesiveness  
 -breadth and depth  
 -consideration for the overall experience of the viewer (through exhibition, display or presentation).  

Art-making forms  
For SL students the submitted work must be in at least two art-making forms, each from separate columns of the table below. For HL students the submitted work must have been 
created in at least three art-making forms, selected from a minimum of two columns of the art-making forms table below. The examples given are for guidance only and are not 
intended to represent a definitive list. 

 

 



IB Criterion 
-Mark the descriptor that best fits your score 

Strategies used  
-circle what strategies you used or 
write in further explanation 
 

Final score and remarks 

 
A. Coherent body of works  
To what extent does the submitted work communicate:  

 A coherent collection of works which fulfil stated artistic intentions and communicate clear 
thematic or stylistic relationships across individual pieces?  
 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–3  The work shows little coherence through minimal communication of thematic or stylistic 
relationships across individual pieces. The selection and application of media, processes and 
techniques and the use of imagery show minimal consideration of intentions.  

4–6  The work shows some coherence through adequate communication of thematic or stylistic 
relationships across individual pieces. Stated intentions are adequately fulfilled through the 
selection and application of media, processes and techniques and the considered use of 
imagery.  

7–9  The work forms a coherent body of work through effective communication of thematic or 
stylistic relationships across individual pieces. Stated intentions are consistently and 
effectively fulfilled through the selection and application of media, processes and 
techniques and the considered use of imagery. 

 
 

 
Coherence through the use of: 
 
Materials 
 
Technique 
 
Composition 
 
Meaning 
 
Function 
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B. Technical competence  
Evidence: curatorial rationale, the submitted artworks, exhibition text and exhibition photographs/video  

To what extent does the submitted work demonstrate:  

 effective application and manipulation of media and materials;  

 effective application and manipulation of the formal qualities?  
 
Candidates who fail to submit the minimum number of artworks cannot achieve a mark higher than 6.  

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–3  The work demonstrates minimal application and manipulation of media and materials to 
reach a minimal level of technical competence in the chosen forms and the minimal 
application and manipulation of the formal qualities.  

4-7  The work demonstrates adequate application and manipulation of media and materials to 
reach an acceptable level of technical competence in the chosen forms and the effective 
application and manipulation of the formal qualities.  

8–10  

 

 

The work demonstrates effective application and manipulation of media and materials to 
reach an assured level of technical competence in the chosen forms and the effective 
application and manipulation of the formal qualities.  
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C. Conceptual qualities  
Evidence: curatorial rationale, the submitted artworks, exhibition text and exhibition photographs/video  

To what extent does the submitted work demonstrate:  

 effective resolution of imagery, signs and symbols to realize the function, meaning and 
purpose of the art works, as appropriate to stated intentions?  
 
Candidates who fail to submit the minimum number of artworks cannot achieve a mark higher than 6.  

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–3  The work demonstrates minimal elaboration of ideas, themes or concepts and 
demonstrates minimal use of imagery, signs or symbols, or the imagery, signs or symbols 
used are obvious, contrived or superficial. There is minimal communication of artistic 
intentions.  

4–6  The work visually elaborates ideas, themes or concepts to a point of adequate realization 
and demonstrates the use of imagery, signs or symbols that result in adequate 
communication of stated artistic intentions.  

7–9  The work visually elaborates ideas, themes or concepts to a point of effective realization and 
demonstrates the subtle use of complex imagery, signs or symbols that result in effective 
communication of stated artistic intentions. 
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C.  Other: Work is Complete for Critique.  Effort is Evident.   
Evidence:  Effort, completion, ready for critique, elaboration, creative risks 

Mark  Descriptor  
0  The work does not reach a standard identified by the descriptors below.  

1–2  The work demonstrates minimal effort, elaboration of ideas, themes or concepts and 
completion  

3–4  The work visually elaborates  effort, ideas, themes or concepts to a point of adequate 
completion  

5–7  The work visually elaborates effort, ideas, themes or concepts to obvious success. 
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D. The student has applied the teacher directed prompts or requirements into the work.  
To what extent does the work research the requirements given for the assignment? 

Points will be given or deducted from the appropriate category or categories above. 
 
 
 
 

Final Score:_____/35 
 
 
 

Grand Total:___________/70 
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