
Applying Postmodern Thought to Your Theme 

Postmodernism: a New Paradigm in Response to Modernism 

Goal = Students will understand how they fit into the Postmodernist dialog, show understanding of the 

postmodern paradigm, research 1 postmodern artist, and make 2 works of art using postmodern principles. 
 
Complete the following activities – see calendar below: 

1. Create a double page spread on Postmodern Art using videos, readings, and lectures while  
a. Describing, analyze, interpret, and connect 

2. Take the Postmodern Quiz 
3. Research and analyze 1 artist since the 1960’s that uses your postmodern principle 
4. Show connections to NON ART content to further develop your thread 

 
5. Development skills while making a proposal - Consider using an untraditional material – and make 

sure you have shown skill development in all 3 catagories over your IB art career. 

 
6. Document your process and skill development 
7. Reflect on final outcomes and state skill development 
 

A postmodern artist: 

 Understands history because they know nothing is original 

 Appropriates ideas and imagery  

 Knows that all ways of creating are important and that the traditional art forms (oil paint, marble) are 
no more important than quilting or indigenous art forms.   

 Does not buy into metanarratives or dichotomies to explain the world and instead relies on 
individuals’ stories 

 Understands that race, gender, and identity are manipulated by those who wish to retain POWER – 
and that the story of the ‘Other’ is relevant and important to tell. 

 Understands that their own identity is a key narrative in their art 



Schedule for November and December 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday/Sunday 

30 31 
Art History 
Reenactment 10 pts 
extra credit 

1 
Skill Development 
activity or comparative 
study 

2 
Skill Development 
activity or comparative 
study 

3 
Skill Development 
activity or comparative 
study 

4/5 
Homework? If 
you missed a 
day. 

6    1 HR Early/pride  
 
Receive Assignment and 
brief lecture on assignment 
and PMod Principles  
Homework: watch 
postmodernism videos and 
start 2 pg PMod info pages 
(on Ipad?)  
 

7 
 
Receive Assignment 
and brief lecture on 
assignment and PMod 
Principles  
Homework: watch 
postmodernism videos 
and start 2 pg PMod 
info pages (on Ipad?)  
 

8 assembly schedule 
 
Read “PMod document” 
and add to 2 pg PMod 
activity by cutting out 
excerpts and making 
connections  
 
 

9 assembly schedule 
 
Lecture and discussion to 
help identify which Pmod 
principle and artist you 
want to explore   
--share info pages and 
complete as homework 

10   No School 
 
 

11/12 
Homework: 
finish Pmod info 
pages 

13   
Take the Postmodern Quiz 
 
Start a project proposal on 
3+ pages 
--provide a connection to a 
Pmod Principle  
--an analysis of an artist 
who also used your 
principle  
--Materials exploration 
--2 project proposals using 
intended materials and 
explaining theme 
development 
 

14 
Start a project proposal 
on 3+ pages 
--provide a connection 
to a Pmod Principle  
--an analysis of an artist 
who also used your 
principle  
--Materials exploration 
--2 project proposals 
using intended 
materials and 
explaining theme 
development 
 

15 
Start a project proposal 
on 3+ pages 
--provide a connection to 
a Pmod Principle  
--an analysis of an artist 
who also used your 
principle  
--Materials exploration 
--2 project proposals 
using intended materials 
and explaining theme 
development 
 

16 
Start a project proposal 
on 3+ pages 
--provide a connection to 
a Pmod Principle  
--an analysis of an artist 
who also used your 
principle  
--Materials exploration 
--2 project proposals 
using intended materials 
and explaining theme 
development 
 

17  
Share your project 
proposal – get them 
OK’d 

18/19 
Homework? 

20 
Work on Final Projects 
Document progress! 
Monday Gallery Tour 

21 
Work on Final Projects 
Document progress! 
 

22 
No School 

23 
No School 

24 
No School 

25/26 
Probably have 
homework 

27 
Work on Final Projects 
Document progress! 
Monday Gallery Tour 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 

1  NOVEMBER 
 

2/3 

4 
Work on Final Projects 
Document progress! 
Monday Gallery Tour 

5 6 7 8 9/10 

11 
Work on Final Projects 
Document progress! 
Monday Gallery Tour 

12 13 
Critique for 10 pts if 
artwork is complete and 
you are present 
 
Turn in completed art 
journal and artwork for 
no loss of points and for 
no winter break 
homework! 

14 
Critique for 10 pts if 
artwork is complete and 
you are present 
 
Turn in completed art 
journal and artwork for 
no loss of points and for 
no winter break 
homework! 

15 
Winter Break Activity 

Winter break! 



The 8 Postmodern Principles – day 1 intro 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Postmodern Simplified – day 1 intro 

Postmodernism is a broad philosophy that helps to explain the world – especially the 1st world countries-since about 
the 1960’s. 

Postmodernism is a Paradigm which follows Modernism.  It is not an art movement 

Postmodernism helps to explain the 1st World’s way of relating to one another.  Social practices began a shift in the 
60’s.  The arts reflected that shift 

When looking at the world through a ‘postmodern lens’, the viewer tends to analyze rules and power structures within 
society. 

Modernism is also known as Structuralism 

Postmodernism is also known as Poststructuralism 

Modernism 

 

Postmodernism 

 

From about 1880’s to 1950’s From about 1960’s to ??? 

A focus on nature and laws of nature as visual 

inspiration.  (with some exceptions). 

A focus on culture as visual inspiration 

 

Corresponds to the technological, scientific, and 

philosophical thought of the time 

Corresponds to philosophical shift in thinking 

Oversimplification of big ideas that tried to 

explain the world were used – often in the form 

of manifestos by artists and world leaders.   

 

Challenged the oversimplification of social and 

political ‘rules’ that attempted to explain the way 

the world works. 

 

Metanarratives are stories/reasoning that helped 

to explain the world 

 

Metanarratives were questioned: from who’s 

perspective?  Who is left out? 

Politics and laws reflected the rules put into place  

 

Politics and laws during the 60’s began to reflect 

the challenging of old social rules 

These big ideas can be called ‘structures’ that 

attempted to explain the rules.  A hierarchy of 

good to bad was often reasoned by a person or 

few people in power. 

Many dichotomies were questioned.  Good vs 

Evil.  Male/female.  White/other.  

Nature/Culture. 

As tends to happen with rules and structures, not 

every person fit under the ‘umbrella’ of the rules.  

These people are generally called ‘other’ 

 

The ‘other’ began campaigns of equality in the 

social, political, and art worlds. 



WWI and WWII were largely the consequence of 

a manifestoes and ethos that benefited some and 

excluded many.   

The events of WWI and WWII made many people 

second guess the importance of the social and 

political constructs of the time. 

 

 The cultural revolution of the 60’ in the 

USA/world challenged the political and societal 

rules of the time 

There was a definite hierarchy of art between 

Low Art and High Art.  White male traditional 

western style painting and sculpture were largely 

considered High Art 

 

The concept of high vs low art was questioned. 

The work traditional to women or the ‘other’ 

were re-examined for importance. These stories 

and narratives were equal to the previous 

Modernism concepts of High Art.  Traditional art 

forms had importance in the new way of thinking 

“Kitsch” – in art, it refers to ‘in bad taste’. A copy, 

or not elevated in content, or not made by 

anybody important 

Kitsch began to be accepted as a valid source of 

inspiration. 

Authorship by a ‘master’ artist is very important Appropriation – the act of borrowing or stealing 

or making reference to a cultural object/idea that 

had authorship.  Appropriation in music and art 

began to be accepted and considered important. 

 The artist who appropriates understands the 

relation of the Sign – which is made from the 

Signifier and the Signified – see below for 

definition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Outsider Art Outsider art is art by self-taught or naïve art makers. Typically, those labeled as outsider artists 

have little or no contact with the mainstream art world or art institutions. In many cases, their work is discovered only 
after their deaths 
 

   
Installation Art: Judy Chicago                         Warhol: Pop Art            Banksy: Street Art 

 

  
Barbara Kruger                                                                                    Jeff Koons 

  
Kara Walker                                                          Cindy Sherman 

 



Take the quiz on Postmodernism 

Number your paper 1-23 and write your answer.  The quiz can be found 
further down the document.  It is worth 23 points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activity 1: Create a Double Page Informative/Evaluative Spread About 

Postmodern Art – 10 pts 
Create a double page spread on Postmodern Art using videos, readings, and 
lectures while you describe, analyze, interpret, and connect 

 Watch videos and take notes and photographs 

 Read the document, cut, and glue excerpts (see link below or see my 
website) 

 Include 8 or more works – describe, analyze, interpret, & connect.   
o Note: make sure you connect, meaning: relate to own practice. 

 Connect the works to the major themes in Postmodernism as clarified on 
this document 

 Cite all sources 

 Option: Do this work digitally then print  

 
1. The Difference between Modern art, Postmodern art and Contemporary Art | LittleArtTalks 

a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6rPtmiJ678  
2. Post-Modernism Defined 

a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO_gaxFIRXw&index=3&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMI
kXONwWD5ytc8j  

3. a miscellaneous collection of postmodern art – this should help you choose your art to research 
a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxGY7bHCDT0  

4.  “Neon light -- Postmodernism: Style and Subversion 1970-1990 at the Victoria and Albert museum” 
a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghFGF8Bz8Ew&index=1&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMI

kXONwWD5ytc8j  
5. Read this Article on my website called Postmodern Reading 
6. Review the Postmodern Vocabulary below 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N6rPtmiJ678
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO_gaxFIRXw&index=3&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMIkXONwWD5ytc8j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DO_gaxFIRXw&index=3&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMIkXONwWD5ytc8j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxGY7bHCDT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghFGF8Bz8Ew&index=1&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMIkXONwWD5ytc8j
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghFGF8Bz8Ew&index=1&list=PLNfTtipyWFiBUEUcduMIkXONwWD5ytc8j
Postmodernism%20Reading.pdf


Create a proposal for the concept and composition for 2 artworks 
 

1. Choose one of the Postmodern Principles  from my website and above 
2. Analyze 1 artist since the 1960’s that uses your postmodern principle & explain 

connections to your work.  Use the links in my website, our classroom texts, or the Web 
on your own.  Just be sure you are getting information from a reputable source like “The 
MET”, “The Tate”, or another museum of your choice.  Sites like “Google Art Project” 
and “The Art Story” are helpful as well.  See my  books in the room as well.  The earlier 
videos were also helpful! 

3. Show connections to NON ART content to further develop your thread 

4. Materials and technique exploration – 1 page 

5. Create a proposal with the same materials and techniques you intend to use for 2 

projects– the 2 projects should relate and may or may not be the same materials.  They 

should be understood as part of the same theme and either as 2 separate projects or 

read as two parts to a whole. 

6. Document your process and reflect on final outcomes 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PostMod%20Principals%20Posters.pdf


Dictionary of Postmodern Terms 
 

Alterity 
 
Alterity is a philosophical principle of exchanging one's own perspective for that of the "other". 
State of being on the periphery or fringes due to race, gender, or ethnicity 
Dissimilarity from cultural norms 
A lack of personal identity. 
 
 
 
 
  
Appropriation 
 
The action of taking something for one's own use, typically without the owner's permission. 
"the appropriation of parish funds" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bricolage 
 
Bricolage is a processe by which traditional objects or language are given a new, often subversive, 
meaning and context. 
Art technique where works are constructed from various available materials ("found items" or mass-
produced "junk"). 
A mashup or creation from a diverse range of existing items or ideas 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Commodification 
 
Term used in Marxist economics when economic value is assigned to something not traditionally 
considered a commodity. 
Examples of commodification include: ideas, culture, identity, and even the human body. 
Appropriating of cultural phenomenon for the physical creation of cheap mass marketed goods. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Dadaism 
 
Dadaism was a cultural movement which attempted to reject and destroy the prevailing standards in 
art through anti-art. 
It was a reaction to the horrors of World War I, which its followers believed was due to the reason 
and logic of the modernists. 
Dada strove to have no meaning and its works are often described as random or without 
organization. 
Ironically, Dada became an influential movement in modern art (examples include Duchamp's 
"readymades" found objects) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Deconstruction 
 
Deconstruction is a term coined by the French philosopher Jacques Derrida for a process of 
critiquing literature and language. 
It analyzes the built in bias of language and questions its ability to represent reality. 
Critics see deconstruction as oversimplified and "sloppy" intellectual approach to attacking 
modernism. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dystopia 
 
Dystopias are societies usually characterized by societal decay and/or oppressive governments. 
Relevant authors include Ray Bradbury, George Orwell, Aldous Huxley, and Kurt Vonnegut. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Humanism 
 
An outlook or system of thought attaching prime importance to human rather than divine or 
supernatural matters. Humanist beliefs stress the potential value and goodness of human beings, 
emphasize common human needs, and seek solely rational ways of solving human problems. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Hyperreality 
 
Hyperreality is a symptom of postmodern culture where a person loses their ability to distinguish 
reality from fantasy. 
The hyperreal world is often thought of as an idealized enhancement of reality, much preferable to 
the real life equivalent. 
Present day examples could include reality television, pornography, or multi-player online games. 
  
 
 
 
 
Kitsch 
 
Kitsch was originally a German term used to categorize art that is considered an inferior copy of an 
existing style. 
Art (often commercially mass-produced) that is done in bad taste or tries to be overly campy or 
sentimental. 
From Baudrillard: "one of that great army of 'trashy' objects, made of plaster of Paris or some such 
imitation material". 
  
 
 
Metanarrative  
 
A metanarrative in critical theory and particularly in postmodernism is a narrative about narratives of 
historical meaning, experience or knowledge, which offers a society legitimation through the 
anticipated completion of a (as yet unrealized) master idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modernism 
 
Modernism is associated with the period of the mid 20th century. 
It is associated with constant change in the pursuit of progress, achievable through rationality and 
logic. 
In contrast, Postmodernism takes a less optimistic view where constant change becomes the status 
quo and progress obsolete. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Objective 
 
(of a person or their judgment) not influenced by personal feelings or opinions in considering and 
representing facts. 
 
 
 
 
Other 
 
Scholars such as Michel Foucault, the Frankfurt School and other postmodernists have argued that 
the process of othering has everything to do with power acting through knowledge to achieve a 
particular political agenda in its goal of domination. 
 
 
 
Pastiche 
 
Pastiche is a tongue-in-cheek imitation or tribute used in literature, art, music, movies, etc. 
Performed with respect to, or in homage to, other works (as opposed to parody which is done in 
ridicule or sarcasm). 
A popular example is the cartoon The Simpsons, known for its pop culture references and recycled 
plots. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Punctuated Equilibrium 
 
A theory in evolutionary biology by which otherwise slow evolutionary change happens during 
sporadic periods of great change. 
Postmodernism analogy of technological or cultural change, often used in conjunction with "tipping 
point" or "singularity". 
 
 
Pluralism 
 
A theory or system that recognizes more than one ultimate principle. 
 
 
 
Simulacra 
 
A simulacra is a copy of a copy, so far removed from its original, that it can stand on its own and 
even replace the original. 
Term defined by Jean Baudrillard in "The Precession of Simulacra" from Simulacra and Simulation 
"It is the generation by models of a real without origin or reality: a hyperreal.... substituting the signs 
of the real for the real". 
Examples included Disneyland, psychosomatic illness, and the Watergate scandal. 
Another example is the cartoon Betty Boop, who has now become an icon for the long forgotten 
actresses she was based on. 



  
 
Semiotics 
 
Semiotics is the study of signs, symbols, and how meaning is constructed and understood. 
Linguist Ferdinand de Saussure proposed the deferentiation between the spoken word (signifier) and 
mental concept (signified). 
 
 
 
 
Sign, signifier, signified 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Postmodern Quiz  IB Art 2 
Name____________PER________ 

 

Please circle the correct answer and turn in to Phelps.  This quiz can be retaken.  Attach this quiz to your Process 

Portfolio after it has been graded for your future reference! 

 

 

 



 

 

 


