
Research and Connect to Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

Critique Thursday May 31st   ---   Set up art show after 

Use any of these sources to inform your research 

 

 

Your project must demonstrate a new understanding of an Indigenous Knowledge System.    

This should be done respectfully and involve first person experience.  Our goal should be to not 

objectify, but, rather, to educate ourselves of the depth and breadth of Indigenous Knowledge 

Systems.   

 

Rules: 

 No direct copying 

 You must make comparisons and contrasts to yourself- You should consider yourself as a 

source of inspiration.  When working autobiographically we do not risk being disrespectful 

to other groups 

 You should approach your art making in the same methodology, without copying 

 You must acquire the bulk of your knowledge from a specific source, in order to be careful 

not to over generalize.  Stylistic and cultural generalities are fine. 

 More points will be given to students who make more authentic connections.  Nothing 

beats first person! 

 You are still expected to  

o show Art World connections and  

o Theme Development  

o while learning/sharpening Skills. 

 

 

 



Questions to consider while you do your research: 

 How do indigenous cultures use art to express the knowledge found within their 

knowledge systems?  Be specific to the culture you studied. 

 What is the role of indigenous knowledge systems within its country/region/community?  

 To what extent are you involved with indigenous knowledge systems? How is your 

perception of the world, and your position it in, affected by indigenous knowledge 

systems? 

 What effect does imperialism, colonialism, commercialism, or industrialization have on the 

Indigenous Belief Systems/Culture? 

 What art are contemporary indigenous cultures creating? 

 How are contemporary indigenous cultures sustaining their existence?   

 

ACTIVITY: 5 Levels of Learning    

You are required to get 5 points for your research by combining any of the activities below to add 

up to five. 

1. Learn through reading text: Book/internet/journal/magazine 

2. Watch a video 

3. Go to a museum or observe an event in first person 

4. Interview a primary source  

5. Participate in an event 

 

ACTIVITY: Answer in your process: what ‘lens’ will you use to research an Indigenous Culture? 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY: I recommend you begin with defining “Indigenous”  - The readings below will help! 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY: Create an information page to share with the class DUE FRIDAY MAY 11TH  25pts: 

Follow this link or check your email: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/113s7WAIdNTFwaCv_DDVxnINccEmi2SZZPOtfwm3g5_8/edit?usp=sharing  

 

Include this info: 

Share research about the indigenous belief system that will inspire your project    25pts 

Due Friday May 11th 
 

Do this work either directly on this page or photograph your Process Portfolio and paste 
it in this document. 
 

It will be printed and displayed! 
 

Your Name 

Cite Sources 

Indigenous Culture Name 

Map - both historical and contemporary 

Pictures- both historical and contemporary 

Name of language 

Number of population 

Effects of colonialism, capitalism, globalization, technology 

Major concerns for health and well-being 

How do they get resources? - agriculture, hunting, industry, trade, etc. 
Significant customs  
Major art forms and their use or meaning 

 

 

 

 

ACTIVITY: Create a Venn Diagram: 

Show the similarities and differences between the Indigenous Culture you chose to learn about 

and your own culture.  Pay special attention to art, religion, customs, food, song, or any 

aesthetic experience.   

 

 

 

An indigenous 
way of 

understanding 
the world

My way of 
understanding 

the world

https://docs.google.com/document/d/113s7WAIdNTFwaCv_DDVxnINccEmi2SZZPOtfwm3g5_8/edit?usp=sharing


ACTIVITY: Required Readings on Power, Culture, and Appropriation 

Mention Power, Culture, and Appropriation in your Research 

Read the following to gain an understanding of issues around ‘appropriation’.  These are commonly 
discussed points for you to grapple with as you go about your project. 

 
Cultural appropriation is a concept in sociology dealing with the adoption of the elements of 
a minority culture by members of the dominant culture. ... Cultural elements which may have 
deep meaning to the original culture may be reduced to "exotic" fashion or toys by those 
from the dominant culture. 

 

Michel Foucault 

The work of French philosopher and social theorist Michel Foucault has heavily 

influenced use of the term cultural imperialism, particularly his philosophical interpretation of 

power and his concept of governmentality. 

Foucault defines power as immaterial, as a "certain type of relation between 

individuals" that has to do with complex strategic social positions that relate to the subject's 

ability to control its environment and influence those around itself.[11] According to Foucault, 

power is intimately tied with his conception of truth. "Truth", as he defines it, is a "system of 

ordered procedures for the production, regulation, distribution, circulation, and operation of 

statements" which has a "circular relation" with systems of power.[12] Therefore, inherent in 

systems of power, is always "truth", which is culturally specific, inseparable from ideology 

which often coincides with various forms of hegemony. Cultural imperialism may be an 

example of this. 

 

Ideas relating to African colonization 

Of all the areas of the world that scholars have claimed to be adversely affected by 

imperialism, Africa is probably the most notable. In the expansive "age of imperialism" of the 

nineteenth century, scholars have argued that European colonization in Africa has led to the 

elimination of many various cultures, worldviews, and epistemologies.[21][22] This, arguably 

has led to uneven development, and further informal forms of social control having to do with 

culture and imperialism.[23] A variety of factors, scholars argue, lead to the elimination of 

cultures, worldviews, and epistemologies, such as "de-linguicization" (replacing native 

African languages with European ones) and devaluing ontologies that are not explicitly 

individualistic.[23] One scholar, Ali A. Obdi, claims that imperialism inherently "involve[s] 

extensively interactive regimes and heavy contexts of identity deformation, misrecognition, 

loss of self-esteem, and individual and social doubt in self-efficacy."(2000: 12)[23] Therefore, 

all imperialism would always, already be cultural. 

 

Contemporary ideas and debate 

Cultural imperialism can refer to either the forced acculturation of a subject 

population, or to the voluntary embracing of a foreign culture by individuals who do so of 

their own free will. Since these are two very different referents, the validity of the term has 

been called into question. 

Cultural influence can be seen by the "receiving" culture as either a threat to or an 

enrichment of its cultural identity. It seems therefore useful to distinguish between cultural 



imperialism as an (active or passive) attitude of superiority, and the position of a culture or 

group that seeks to complement its own cultural production, considered partly deficient, with 

imported products. 

The imported products or services can themselves represent, or be associated with, 

certain values (such as consumerism). According to one argument, the "receiving" culture 

does not necessarily perceive this link, but instead absorbs the foreign culture passively 

through the use of the foreign goods and services. Due to its somewhat concealed, but very 

potent nature, this hypothetical idea is described by some experts as "banal imperialism." 

For example, it is argued that while "American companies are accused of wanting to control 

95 percent of the world's consumers", "cultural imperialism involves much more than simple 

consumer goods; it involved the dissemination of American principles such as freedom and 

democracy", a process which "may sound appealing" but which "masks a frightening truth: 

many cultures around the world are disappearing due to the overwhelming influence of 

corporate and cultural America".[20] 

Some believe that the newly globalised economy of the late 20th and early 21st 

century has facilitated this process through the use of new information technology. This kind 

of cultural imperialism is derived from what is called "soft power". The theory of electronic 

colonialism extends the issue to global cultural issues and the impact of major multi-media 

conglomerates, ranging from Viacom, Time-Warner, Disney, News Corp, to Google and 

Microsoft with the focus on the hegemonic power of these mainly United States-based 

communication giants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY: Sources for Inspiration:  

Required Viewing:  Rick Hill: What is Indigenous knowledge? 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZ6gvd-HaP8  

Required Viewing:  10 things we all should know about indigenous people: 
https://stories.undp.org/10-things-we-all-should-know-about-indigenous-people  

Required Viewing: Transformation Mask | Shawn Hunt + Microsoft Vancouver 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT9qsRRARYk  
Required Viewing: Shawn Hunt Local Contemporary Indigenous Artist: 

https://hyperallergic.com/436881/shawn-hunt-audain-art-museum/   
Required Viewing: Linking Indigenous and Western Knowledge Systems: 

http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/linking-
indigenous-and-western-knowledge-systems/  
Required Viewing:  How is Knowledge Acquired in Indigenous Societies? 

http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-
knowledge-acquired-in-indigenous-societies/  
 
 
More helpful links:  
 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf 
Portland Art Museum Current Exhibition:  

https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/ccna-interwoven-radiance/  
Oregon Historical Society:   

http://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/oregon-is-indian-country.cfm 
Rights of Indigenous People 

http://www.globalissues.org/article/693/rights-of-indigenous-people  
 Statistics and Maps: 

https://www.haileyburymun.co.uk/downloads/research/GA3IndigenousCultures.pdf  
Maps: 

http://www.landmarkmap.org/  
 
  
 
 
Interesting Videos For Inspiration 
Art as Culture showing a Haida Native American totem pole construction between generations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-SwmzhQkiA  
Art and Identity MOMA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NICodKeadp0  
ABC Aboriginal Art 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFVNdmM7iFU 
The Aboriginal Art 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAsPdaonMOc 
About art movement in Australia 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fB0ciKRrlc 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZ6gvd-HaP8
https://stories.undp.org/10-things-we-all-should-know-about-indigenous-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DT9qsRRARYk
https://hyperallergic.com/436881/shawn-hunt-audain-art-museum/
http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/linking-indigenous-and-western-knowledge-systems/
http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/linking-indigenous-and-western-knowledge-systems/
http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-knowledge-acquired-in-indigenous-societies/
http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-knowledge-acquired-in-indigenous-societies/
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
https://portlandartmuseum.org/exhibitions/ccna-interwoven-radiance/
http://www.ohs.org/museum/exhibits/oregon-is-indian-country.cfm
http://www.globalissues.org/article/693/rights-of-indigenous-people
https://www.haileyburymun.co.uk/downloads/research/GA3IndigenousCultures.pdf
http://www.landmarkmap.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n-SwmzhQkiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NICodKeadp0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sFVNdmM7iFU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TAsPdaonMOc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fB0ciKRrlc


 
 
 
 

ACTIVITY: Propose Your Project with images, materials, and words (borrow without stealing):   

DUE FRIDAY MAY 18TH    25 PTS 

When proposing the art, you can consider getting inspiration from one or more, but not all, of the 

following components of an artwork: 

 You may way want to get inspiration from Process – you acquire knowledge in a similar 

methodology – for example: consider the word ‘ritual’, or walk a landscape to learn about 

it.   

 This link will help:  http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-knowledge-

acquired-in-indigenous-societies/  

 

Work Studying Work Creating 

Process 
Materials Significance 
Technique  
Composition 
Meaning 
Function 

Process 
Materials Significance 
Technique  
Composition 
Meaning 
Function 

 

Since we want to be careful not to oversimplify entire complex cultures, you should be as 

specific as possible.  Wherever possible and appropriate, reference specific people, times, 

events, stories, or mythology/religion.  Give credit to the culture if you think it may be too 

derivative.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-knowledge-acquired-in-indigenous-societies/
http://www.theoryofknowledge.net/areas-of-knowledge/indigenous-knowledge-systems/how-is-knowledge-acquired-in-indigenous-societies/


Calendar of activities and due dates 

6 s 7m 
 
Comparative Study 

8t 
 
Indigenous 
Knowledge 
Systems 
Presentation 

9w 
 

10 th 11 f 
 
Guest Speaker 
Indigenous Knowledge 
Systems 
Research Submission Due 

12s 

13s 14m 
 
Comparative Study 
 

15t 16w 17 th 18f 
 
Project Proposal Due 

19s 

20s 21m 
 
Comparative Study 

22t 
 
Work on Final 
For Indigenous 

23w 24 th 25f 26s 

27s 28m 
 
Comparative Study 
NO SCHOOL 

29t 
Set up for art 
show 

30w 31th 
 
Critique Presentations 
20 pts participation 

1f 
 
Critique Presentations 
20 pts participation 
 
Projects Due 100 pts 

2s 

3 4m 
 
Comparative Study 
Due 100pts 

5t 
EOC 
 
Begin a summer 
project if you 
have less than 
half your works 
for your 
exhibition 

6w 
 
EOC 
Senior Finals 

7 th 
 
EOC 
Senior Finals 

8f 
 

9 

10 11m 
 
2 Gallery Visits Due 
50 pts 
 
Senior Awards 

12t 13w 
 
Graduation  

14 15f 
 
Finals 1,2,3 
–write a 2-3 page artist 
statement 
100pts 

16 

17 18m 
 
Finals 4,5,6 
–write a 2-3 page 
artist statement 
100pts 

19t 20w 21 22f 23 

24 25m 
 
Prepare for Paris! 
 

26t 27w 28 29 30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rubric: 

 

 



 


