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Our Eyes are on the Future Learning Objectives 
To make a work of art with any value making media using students’ own eyes and incorporating imagery for one of 

the Global Goals. 

1. Materials: choice of ANY value making media…..and a black and white reference photo of your 

eyes 

2. Knowledge: create a grid, value making technique, matching values 

3. Creative Product: a drawing of your eyes with props and expression incorporating imagery 

representing a Global Goal of your choice 

 



Activity 

 

This page and the next page will be given to you as a handout.  Read the 

following statement by United Nations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity 

 

Circle the global goals you feel strongest about.  Place a question mark 

on the one that you don’t fully understand and that you would like to learn 

more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Activity: 

Watch the following videos and use the information to clarify the Global 

Goals you wrote question marks for.   

Also, write down the 3 types of roles people can undertake to help the 

Global Goals. 

 

The World’s Largest Lesson 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxN9E5f7pc  
 
Emma Watson introduces The World's Largest Lesson 2016 #2 - The Global Goals  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTt5YW7Pagc 
 
'We The People' for The Global Goals 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpqVmvMCmp0  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question to Consider: 
 
How can becoming passionate about a Global Goal give you a sense of 
purpose as you plan for your future?    
 
How to Say It: Helping Your Teen Manage 6 Common Fears About the Future 
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/leaving-high-
school/helping-teens-deal-with-fears-about-the-future  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxN9E5f7pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTt5YW7Pagc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpqVmvMCmp0
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/leaving-high-school/helping-teens-deal-with-fears-about-the-future
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/choosing-starting-school/leaving-high-school/helping-teens-deal-with-fears-about-the-future


 

Activity: 
 
 
Watch the video below and write down which of the Global Goals you 
thing the young man is going without.   
 
 

The 15-year-old documenting Eastern Ghouta massacre with selfie videos 
CNN 

Like many teens, Muhammad Najem spends a lot of time posting selfie videos. Unlike most 

teens, Najem makes his videos in Eastern Ghouta as the bombs rain down. Read the full story 

Or click on the link below: 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/21/middleeast/teenager-ghouta-selfie-videos-intl/index.html  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://apple.news/ABxW74AFNQleneGXym701yQ
https://www.cnn.com/2018/02/21/middleeast/teenager-ghouta-selfie-videos-intl/index.html


 
 
 

Activity 
 
Create a page in your art journal about the Global Goal you feel strongest 
about.  If you are struggling to identify any of them, just imagine your life 
without each of the goals.  Your research can be a google search, but 
also review the websites below for the Global Goals: 
 

http://www.project-everyone.org/ 

http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/project-everyone/   

 

Your page should include the following: 

1. Identify your goal 

2. Research the problem 

A. find sources and cite them 

B. write statistics 

C. write or print out specific stories 

3. Explain why it is important to you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.project-everyone.org/
http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/project-everyone/


Activity:  Connecting to Art History 

How do eyes communicate?  What symbolism do eyes 

represent? Whose eyes are in the image below?  How 

did the artist paint the eyes differently than many 

other artists before this painting? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Activity:  Make a 1 page magazine article about JR on your IPad 

Use the links below to help you find the information. 

 

Create an informative page about JR.  Imagine you work for an art magazine and 

you have been granted one page to tell the world about the artist J.R.  Include the 

information below.  You may make this in your sketchbook or you may make it on 

your iPad (I may ask you to print it out).    

  

Make a half visual and written page that is interesting to look at and clear to read 

1. Include basic vital information.  

2. Discuss important influences and events. 

3. Map of where he was born/lives/works.   

4. Be sure to discuss what his work is about with specific examples about projects 

5. Include illustrations of his art with proper citations  

6. What is he up to lately? 

7. Provide a quote.  

8. Cite sources  

 

 

Google: magazine layout design:  

 

 

 

 

 



Use the following information and links to assist your magazine page 

 

 

 

 

 

JR (born 22 February 1983[1]) is the name of a photographer and artist whose identity is unconfirmed.  He has 

described himself as a "photograffeur", he wheatpastes large black-and-white photographic images in public 

locations.  He states that the street is "the largest art gallery in the world." He started out on the streets of Paris.  

JR's work "often challenges widely held preconceptions and the reductive images propagated by advertising and 

the media 

JR's work combines art and action and deals with commitment, freedom, identity and limits. On 20 October 2010, 

JR won the TED Prize for 2011. "The TED Prize is awarded annually to an exceptional individual who receives 

$100,000 and, much more important, 'One Wish to Change the World.' Designed to leverage the TED 

community's exceptional array of talent and resources, the Prize leads to collaborative initiatives with far-reaching 

impact." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JR_(artist)#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TED_Prize


 JR Website: http://www.jr-art.net/ 

 News article to give you background on a major event in JR’s art. 

o Nothing's changed': 10 years after French riots, banlieues remain in crisis 
HTTPS://WWW.THEGUARDIAN.COM/WORLD/2015/OCT/22/NOTHINGS-CHANGED-10-YEARS-AFTER-FRENCH-RIOTS-

BANLIEUES-REMAIN-IN-CRISIS  
 

 PORTRAIT OF A GENERATION / PARIS/ 2004 - 2006 

o http://www.jr-art.net/projects/portrait-of-a-generation  

After a first illegal exhibition on the walls of the Cité des Bosquets, JR settles in the heart of this neighborhood and the 

neighboring projects of La Forestière, in Clichy-sous-Bois, where the 2005 riots started in the French suburbs.The first 

portraits are displayed on the walls of the last popular neighborhoods of the capital, in Eastern Paris.These images 

challenge the passers-by, in the sense that they question the social and media representation of a generation can be seen 

only at the gates of Paris. 

 JR: My wish: Use art to turn the world inside out | Talk Video | TED.com:  
https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_s_ted_prize_wish_use_art_to_turn_the_world_inside_out#t-798154   

 

 JR: One year of turning the world inside out | Talk Video | TED.com  
https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_one_year_of_turning_the_world_inside_out#t-129057   

 

 WOMEN ARE HEROES / BRAZIL     2008 - 2009 

 http://www.jr-art.net/projects/women-are-heroes-brazil  
Moro de Providencia is a place of which the name has become synonymous for violence in Rio de Janeiro. However the 

reason this favela located in the center of Rio appeared on television screens in August 2008 wasn’t the regular scenes of 

clashes between drug dealers and the police but to present the art exhibition Women. 

In order to pay tribute to those who play an essential role in society but who are the primary victims of war, crime, rape 

and political or religious fanaticism, JR pasted huge photos of the faces and eyes of local women all over the outside of 

the favela, suddenly giving a female gaze to both the hill and the favela. 

“It’s a project made of bric-a-brac, like the favela itself. We had to adapt to this world where the roofs of houses are 

made of plastic and children’s revolvers are made of steel. We managed to get by in spite of the steep streets, the unsteady 

houses, the unpredictable electric cables and the exchanges of gunshots where the bullets sometimes go through several 

houses at once”, says JR. 

 INSIDE OUT 
o http://www.insideoutproject.net/en/the-movie  

o This fascinating documentary tracks the evolution of the biggest participatory art project in the world, 

the wildly popular 'INSIDE OUT'. Travel the globe with French artist JR as he motivates entire 

communities to define their most important causes with incredibly passionate displays of giant black 

and white portraits pasted in the street. We witness young and old taking ownership of walls that were 

previously restricted and in doing so testing the limits of what they thought was possible. In capturing 

the process, Alastair Siddons creates a glowing testament to the power of image and the role that art 

can play in transforming communities. 

 “The Real Ghetto”: JR Turns His Camera on a Paris Suburb 
 http://creativetimereports.org/2015/04/14/jr-ghetto-paris-suburb/  

 

 THE MAKING OF "LES BOSQUETS" 
o http://www.jr-art.net/videos/the-making-of-les-bosquets  

Making Of "Les Bosquets" The Story of Ladj Ly by JR, Film by Vincent Lorca. 

The film Les Bosquets brings the audience in a place where art and the power of image interweave. Based on 

the story of Ladj Ly and the performance of the ballet Les Bosquets of New York City Ballet (2014) inspired 

by the riots in the French suburbs in 2005, JR reveals its experience in the ghetto of Montfermeil where he 

created his first project, Portrait of a Generation. This film is a continuation of this 10 years project, for which 

he uses various means of expression and narration : video archives, choreography and testimony. This short 

film will be presented exclusively in galleries and museum shows. 

http://www.jr-art.net/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/22/nothings-changed-10-years-after-french-riots-banlieues-remain-in-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/22/nothings-changed-10-years-after-french-riots-banlieues-remain-in-crisis
http://www.jr-art.net/projects/portrait-of-a-generation
https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_s_ted_prize_wish_use_art_to_turn_the_world_inside_out#t-798154
https://www.ted.com/talks/jr_one_year_of_turning_the_world_inside_out#t-129057
http://www.jr-art.net/projects/women-are-heroes-brazil
http://www.insideoutproject.net/en/the-movie
http://creativetimereports.org/2015/04/14/jr-ghetto-paris-suburb/
http://www.jr-art.net/videos/the-making-of-les-bosquets


Activity: Google: “Eye Drawing Surreal”   (you will be drawing both eyes) 

 

         

 
 

 

Drawings of both eyes (without our content) 

 

 

 



Activity:   “Both Eyes On The Future” instructions for drawing                       

How to make eye drawing: 

Before you follow the instructions below, you need to decide which of the drawing 

methods we used with shape, graphite, and charcoal on either white, black, or grey paper. 

 

1. take photo with IPad - consider expression – include eye brows and bridge of your 
nose, but mostly just eyes!  Are you looking at camera or into space? What is your 
expression?  How does this all inform your Global Goal connection? 
 

2. edit photo for black and white/full range of values/clarity 
 

3. create Goodnotes Page with white graph paper 
 

4. insert photo of your eyes 
 

5. How to insert the imagery that symbolizes your Global Goals over your eye drawing 
a. You can insert imagery you place on your ipad’s camera roll over your eyes 

photo in Goodnotes.  You can download imagery from the Web or you can 
take your own photos.   

b. Or, you can wait until later to impose your found imagery into your eye 
drawing, but it must be from observation!  
 

6. Grid Options: 
a. draw a grid with ‘shape tool’  - be sure to keep grid even – and make grid at 

about every 3 cells 
b. or, import a ‘transparent grid’ that you find from a Google Image search – and 

place it over your photograph 

 



 

 

 

7. Create a very faint grid on your paper of choice very lightly with a 2H pencil. 
a. *Each drawn cell should be 2 inches by 2 inches, so my paper is 18 inches 

wide and 6 inches tall.      (this is the smallest allowed size) 
 

8. After drawing your grid, begin drawing the ‘contour lines’ showing the basic 
organization of the photo.  Do this VERY LIGHTLY as this is a ‘value drawing’ and not 
a line drawing.   

 

9. Number the values on the photo from 1-5.  1 is white and 5 is black.  That leaves 2, 
3, and 4 as middle greys.  This can be on a 6,7,8, or 9 scale too. 

 
 
 

10. Create a value scale on a separate piece of paper with the same number of values 
with the MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES you want to use. 

 

11. Begin the value making process – making all drawn lines disappear. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric for Eye Drawing.  Total points on this paper is 50 points.  

Use this rubric to know what you are being grade on for your final eye drawing.  Then self-assess your 

own project and turn in your drawing and this rubric.  Do not forget to answer the 10 questions about JR 

and your process too! 
 

Name:___________________________________________________Period_______________ 
 0=no attempt at 

the target can be 
observed 

1=demonstrates little 
understanding of the 
concept 

2= several problems 
or difficulties  

3= minor problem or 
difficulty 

4= No visible problem 
or difficulty 

Both eyes are drawn 
 

     

The page is filled with no 
wasted space – values 
are drawn to the edges 

     

Contour lines are drawn 
lightly and not visible on 
final product 

     

Parts of the eye are 
correctly placed 
according to gridded 
photo 

     

These parts of the eyes 
are included: 
 Pupil 
 Iris 
 Tear Duct 
 Eye Lashes 
 Eye Lids 
 Bridge of Nose 

     

Shading is applied up to 
the lines so that lines 
disappear 

     

A full range of values are 
used –  at least 5 values: 
from white to several 
greys to black 

     

Interesting imagery 
dictates your Global 
Goal 

     

The imagery for the 
Global Goal is accurately 
drawn and from a visual 
reference 

     

Values are correctly 
placed according to 
reference photo 

     

    Final Score for Drawing 
_____________/40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TURN PAGE OVER TO ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR 10 MORE POINTS 

 

 



For 10 more points answer the following questions.  You may refer to your 

notes in your sketch book: 

 

1. JR grew up in what city in what country? 

 

2. JR is the winner of what prize? 

 

3. Does JR create art with spray paint or wheatpasting’s? 

 

4. What country in South America did we see JR create his work? 

 

5. What was the name of the art project we saw JR create in South America? 

 

6. What repeated image did JR use for his project in South America? 

 

7. What was the purpose of the project JR did in South America? 

 

 

 

8. How did you depict your Global Goal in your drawing?:   

 

 

 

9. What motivated you to choose your Global Goal?:  

 

 

 

 

10. How can your concern for your Global Goal have a role in your future activities?  

 
 

 

 

 


