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Travis Bristow 


Ms. Bowe 


LA III: Period 1  


12 December 2011  


Your Title Goes Here  


This is an example of a Modern Language Association Research Paper. Vancouver High 


School students should follow this model when composing and submitting research papers. 


Please pay attention to the margins, indentions, font, line spacing, and citation information. The 


first paragraph of your essay is called the introduction.  


As you can see, there is a double space between every line of the paper—it is a common 


mistake to put too many spaces under the title, so be careful. MLA papers use Times New 


Roman and are typed in size 12 font. When you decide to use information you learned from a 


resource, even if you put it in your own words, you must provide parenthetical documentation to 


give credit to the source (Collins 1003). In formatting these quotes, if your quote is longer than 


four lines, you must block it:  


Blocked quotes are indented one inch from the left margin. The quote should 


NOT include quotation marks and the parenthetical information is placed after the 


final punctuation. Writers should not make a habit of using lengthy quotes in 


papers, but should focus on presenting only necessary information to the reader. 


(Bixler 6)  


Also, according to modern grammar rules, “A quote that is not connected to something is a 


grammatical mistake” (“Calm Reigns” 12). Therefore, if you want to use a quote from Nuttle 2  
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a reliable source, you must “establish a context” for it in your own writing; otherwise, “students 


end up . . . with a paper that is merely a patchwork of information” (L. Libby). According to 


Daniels’ video, “Darfur kids are really behind in MLA documentation skills.” Writers should 


avoid ending paragraphs with quotations because the writer needs to explain the relevance of the 


quote.  


The final paragraph of your essay is called the conclusion. It should sum up what you 


were trying to do with your topic and leave your audience with some sense of closure. One can 


accomplish a circular ending by connecting the conclusion to the opening sentence of the 


introduction in some way.  


In Text Citations 


From the MLA Handbook, 7th Edition, 6.4.2, 6.4.4, Citing Part of a Work. 


• If you quote, paraphrase, or otherwise use a specific passage in a book, an article, 


or another work, give relevant page or section (e.g, paragaraph) numbers or 


numbers.  When the authors name is in your text, give only the number reference 


in parentheses (239), but if the context does not …identify the author, add the 


author’s last name before the reference (Chapman 239).  Do not insert page 


references, such as p. or pp. 


• When a source has no page numbers or any other kind of reference numbers, no 


number can be given in the parenthetical reference. The work must be sited in its 


entirety (see 6.4.1  and 6.4.4) though you may indicate in you text an approximate 


location of the cited passage ( In the final third of the article, Smith argues for 


revolution (239).   


• If the work in the Works Sited is listed by title, use the title, shortened or in full. 


(“Calm Reigns” 12) 


• Do not count unnumbered paragraphs.  For numbered paragraphs use par. or pars. 
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Works Cited  


Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of the Text. Location of Publisher: Publishing Company 


Name, Copyright Year. Medium of Publication.  


Beers, Kylene, and Lee Odell. Elements of Literature. Austin: Holt, 2005. Print.  


Bixler, Mark. The Lost Boys of Sudan. Athens, GA: U of Georgia P, 2005. Print.  


"Calm Reigns Again in Darfur." Somaliland Times 17 Feb. 2007. Web. 01 May 2007.  


Collins, Robert. "Sudan." Encyclopedia of Genocide and Crimes Against  


Humanity. Ed. Dinah Shelton. Vol. 2. Detroit: Macmillan Reference, 2005. 1002-1009. 


LexisNexis. Web. 31 Aug. 2007.  


Daniels, Zoe. "Real Audio." Podcast. Darfur Crisis Worsens as UN Deadline  


Approaches. ABC News, 22 Oct. 2005. Web. 7 Mar. 2007.  


---. “Real Video.” Podcast. Darfur Crisis Worsens as UN Deadline  


Approaches. ABC News, 22 Oct. 2005. Web. 7 Mar. 2007.  


Dixon, Emily Rae, "Darfur Destroyed: Ethnic Cleansing by Government and Militia  


Forces in Western Sudan." Human Rights Watch. Rogue Nations, May 2004. ProQuest. 


Web. 31 Aug. 2007.  


Elie Wiesel Goes Home. Dir. Judit Elek. Perf. Elie Wiesel, William Hurt. Panorama  


Entertainment, 2002. Film.  


Fay, J. Michael. "Ivory Wars." National Geographic Mar. 2007: 34-65. Print.  


Goldschneider, Francis K., and Linda J. Waite. “Alternative Family Futures.” New Families, No 


Families? Demographic Change and the Transformation of the American Family. Los 


Angeles: U of California P, 1991. 200-05. Rpt. in Writing in the Disciplines: A Reader 


for Writers. Ed. Mary Lynch Kennedy, William J. Nuttle 4  
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Kennedy, and Hadley M. Smith. 3rd ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1996. 352-58. 


Print.  


Lawrence, Matthew. "Do Food Expiration Dates Really Matter?” WebMDHealth. 15 Aug. 2005. 


Web.18 Aug. 2005.  


Libby, Lewis. Personal Interview. 01 May 2007.  


Libby, Scooter. "Re: I Didn't Do It!" Message to Recipient. 01 May 2007. Email.  


MacDonald, Rhona. "Who Can Lead the World on Human Rights?" The Lancet. Medical  


Sciences, 12 Feb. 2007: 547. Gale Group. Web. 01 May 2007.  


Mangwana, Sam. “Ya Mbemba.” Putumayo Presents Africa. RCA, 1999. CD.  


Palmer, Kimberly. "Making Their Privilege Pay." U. S. News & World Report.  


CBS, 26 Feb. 2007: 54-55. Eric. Web. 01 May 2007.  


Viramontes, Helena Maria. “Snapshots.” Writing in the Disciplines: A Reader for Writers. Ed. 


Mary Lynch Kennedy, William J. Kennedy, and Hadley M. Smith. 3rd ed. Upper Saddle 


River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1996. 403-09. Print.  


Jacob, Paul. Manners, Customs, and Dress During the Middle Ages and During the Renaissance 


Period. 2004. Project Gutenberg. Web. 9 Mar. 2010.  


A Word about Research Databases  


Research Databases are storage facilities for academic information on a variety of 


subjects. Researchers can find journals, articles, and ebooks about most scholarly subjects in 


databases like ProQuest, ABC-CLIO, Issues and Controversies, Gale Virtual Referene Library, 


and Project Gutenberg. Because the copyright has expired one can download over 30,000 free 


ebooks from The Gutenberg Project. Most research databases provide citations for their sources, 


which makes creating a Works Cited or Annotated Bibliography much easier. 
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PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS – (6.2,6.3.6.4) 


In MLA style you briefly credit sources with parenthetical citations in the text of 
your paper. Generally, a parenthetical citation includes the author's last name and the 


page number(s) of the information used: (Smith 127)  


For example, 
There is a significant amount of dating violence among teens in 


Hawaii (Gordon D1).  


Or, place the author's name within the sentence  
Limbaugh concluded that most large concentrations of reef fish 


are cleaning stations (110).  


“References in the text must clearly point to specific sources in the list of works sited” 
(MLA Handbook 214). The Works Cited list, or Bibliography, is a list of the sources cited 
or consulted in preparing your research paper, arranged alphabetically by author's last 
name, or when there is no author, by the title (except A, An, The).  


For example, 


Gordon, Mike. "Teen Dating Violence." Honolulu Advertiser 14 


Apr. 2009, home final ed.: D1+. Print.  


Limbaugh, Conrad. "Cleaning Symbiosis." Life in the Sea. Comp. 


Andrew Todd Newberry. San Francisco: Freeman, 1982. 104-


11. Print.  


• When there are authors with the same last name, differentiate between them by 
adding their first initials: (MLA Handbook 6.2) 
(K. Lee 291) (H. Lee 106)  


• For two or three authors, give both last names; for more than three authors, 
either give the first author's last name followed by et al., or give all of the last 
names. To ensure that order of the names in the parenthetical citation match the 


Works Cited, list the names as they appear on the title page. (Coleman, 
Ganong, and Warzinik 48)  


• For a source with no page numbers such as a web site or video, use the creator's 


name alone, or when there is no author, cite by the title. (Color Adjustment)  


• For two or more works by the same author, add the title or abbreviated title after 


the author's name: (Mead, Coming of Age 32) (Mead, Culture 55)  


 
 







 


 


 








 


Works Cited 


MLA 7
th
 edition. (Handbook reference section in brackets) 


BOOK – One Author  (5.5.2)   


Name of author, editor, compiler, title, edition, number of volume, city of publication, publisher, year, medium. 


Bolden, Tonya. FDR’s Alphabet Soup: New Deal America, 1932-1939. New York: Knopf, 2010. Print. 


BOOK –Two or More Authors (5.5.4) 


Katz, Jackson, and Sut Jhally. "Professional Wrestling Promotes Violent Behavior." Popular Culture: Opposing 


Viewpoints. Detroit: Greenhaven, 2005. 125-29. Print. Opposing Viewpoints. 


Levitt, Steven D., and Stephen J. Dubner. Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of 


Everything. New York: Harper Perennial, 2009. Print. 


Laverty, Melina F., Eleanor J. Sterling, Amelia Chiles, and Georgina Cullman. Biodiversity 101. Westport: 


Greenwood, 2008. Print.  


BOOK – Two or more titles by same authors (5.3.5) 


Give name/s in the first entry. Thereafter, in place of the name/s, type 3 hyphens.  If there is an editor, compiler, 


etc., use the format shown here. (Note: editor’s name citation different from section 5.5.6) 


Tsukiyama, Gail. Samurai’s Garden. New York: St. Matin’s Griffin, 1994. Print 


---. Women of the Silk. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 1991. Print 


---, ed. Erica Simms. Voices of the Pacific Rim. New York: Norton, 1990. Print. 


No Author  (5.4.9; 5.5.9) 


If no author’s name is given, begin the entry with the title.  Ignore any initial A, An, or The when you 


alphabetize the entry.  Continue the rest of the citation as usual. 


 


An  Editor , Compiler, or Translator.(5.5.6) (5.5.3) 


If all the works in a collection have the same editor, compiler, or translator, and there is an author indicated, 


write Ed., Comp., Trans., after the title then the editor, compiler or translator’s name.(5.5.6) 


• Homer. The Odyssey. Trans. Robert Fagles. New York: Penguin, 1996. 98-99. Print. 


• Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage: An Episode of the American Civil War. 1895, Ed. Fredson 


Bowers. Charlottesville: UP of Virginia, 1975. Print. 


If  the person/s named on the title page is an editor, or compiler, begin your entry with the name of the editor or 


compiler then add a comma and a descriptive label, e.g., eds., comps. (5.5.3) 







• Williams, Mary E, ed. Abortion: Opposing Viewpoints.  San Diego: Greenhaven, 2002. Print. 


An Article in a Reference Book (5.5.7) 


Well known general reference works do not need full publication information. 


Cashman, Katherine V. “Lava.” World Book Encyclopedia. 2007 ed. Print. [Article with an author] 


“Japan.” Compton’s Encyclopedia. 2004 ed. Print [Article without an author] 


Specific reference works – give full information. 


”Chromosome rearrangements.” Gale Encyclopedia of Cancer: A guide to cancer and its treatment.  Ed. 


Jacqueline L. Longe. 2
nd
.ed. Vol.1. Farmington Hills: Gale/Thompson. 2005 . Print. 


A Multivolume Work (5.5.14) 


If you are using two or more volumes of a multivolume work, cite the total number of volumes. 


Jamieson, Neil. L. "Vietnamese." Encyclopedia of Modern Asia. Ed. David Levinson and Karen 


Christenson. Vol. 6. New York: Scribner's, 2002. Print. 6 vols.  


Corporate Author (5.5.5) 


Cite a book by corporate author when a group - such as an organization, committee, or association - rather than 


individual persons, is the author. Cite the corporate author even if this group is also the publisher, title of the 


book, place of publication, name of organization, date, and medium  


American Welding Society Committee on High-Energy Beam Welding and Cutting. Process Specification 


and Operator Qualification for Laser Beam Welding. Miami: American Welding Society, 2008. 


Print.  


Work in an Anthology (5.5.6) 


 Author of Story. "Title of Story." Title of Book. Editor. City of Publication: Publisher, Year. Page(s). Type of 


Material.  


Humphries, LaJean. "How to Evaluate a Web Site." Web of Deception: Misinformation on the Internet. Ed. 


Anne P. Mintz. Medford: CyberAge, 2002. 165-73. Print.  


PERIODICAL (5.4) Print Magazines, Newspapers, Journals –(appear regularly at fixed intervals) 


 Magazine -  Author. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine Date: Page(s). Type of Material.  







Madden, Jenifer Joy. “The Green Roadmap.” E: The Environmental Magazine.  Mar-Apr. 2009:28-29. Print 


 Newspaper - Author. "Title of Article." Title of Newspaper Date, edition: Page(s). Type of Material.  


Clarejalonick, Mary. “New guidelines would make school lunches more healthful”. Columbian. 12 Jan. 2011. 


A3. Print. 


 Scholarly Journal – Last name, first name, middle or initial, article title, journal title, volume number, 


year, pages, source. 


Baskin, Yvonne. "Sea Sickness: The Upsurge in Marine Diseases." Bioscience 56.6 (2006): 464-69. Print.  


INTERVIEW   (5.7.7) 


Emerson, Ralph. Personal interview. 2 Nov. 2009. 


 INTERVIEW – PUBLISHED INTERVIEW (5.7.7) 


Last name, first name of person interviewed. Interview by Interviewer, if known. “Title, if any, or if not,  


use Interview.” Name of Program, if any. Publisher/Broadcaster information. Date of  


Publication/Broadcast. Medium.  


 


Grahame-Smith, Seth. Interview by Liane Hansen. “Abraham Lincoln Reborn as a Vampire Slayer.”  


Weekend Edition Sunday. National Public Radio. 21 March 2010. Radio.  


 


Illustrated Book or a Graphic Narrative (5.5.12) 


Author, title, Introduction, Illustrator, City, Publisher, Date, Format. In order as entries appear on title page. 


Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver’s Travels. Retold:Donald Lemke.Illus:Cynthis Martin. Colored: Benny Fuentes 


Minneapolis: Stone Archer, 2008. Print. 


Government Publications (5.5.20) 


Generally, give the name of the government first, then the name of the agency: United States. Cong. House., 


United States. Senate., 


State of Washington. Dept. of Business, Economic Development and Tourism. Visitors Research Report. 


Olympia: DBEDT, 2007. Print.  


 


 


 







Web Sites (5.6.2) 


When citing web sites, include the author, title, and publication information as for print sources (see above), and 


add the date of access, because web pages are often updated or moved. All components in the format below 


may not be identifiable for a web site; include as much as is available.  If a complete date is given, write it in the 


order: Day Month Year. If no publication date is indicated, write n.d.  


OPEN INTERNET - WEB  (5.6.2b) 


Author/editor/compiler last name, first name, Title of Work, Title of Overall Web site, Version or edition, 


Publisher or Sponsor-if non use N.p., Date of Publication, Medium (Web), Date of access.  If you cannot 


find some of this information, cite what is available. [Web site URL optional according to assignment- 


in general, not required. If used, follow example below.] 


Landau, Elizabeth. "CDC: Swine Flu Viruses in U.S. and Mexico Match." CNN Health.com. Cable News 


Network, 25 Apr. 2009. Web. 17 June 2009.  


"Ferris Bueller's Day Off." Wikipedia. Wikimedia Foundation, 1 Dec. 2010. Web. 3 Dec. 2010. 


"The Blues Brothers (1980)." IMDB: The Internet Movie Database. IMDb.com, Inc. Web. 3 Dec. 2010  


“The Norwegian Pirate Whaling Fleet." Sea Shepherd. Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, 2009. Web. 17 


June 2009. <http://www.seashepherd.org/whales/norway.html>. [Web URL optional] 


SUBSCRIPTION DATABASES  such as ProQuest (Web) (5.6.4) 


Author. "Title of Article." Title of Magazine/specific section of database. Date: Page(s). Online Database Name. 


Web. Date of Access.  If there are no pages indicated, use n.pag. [Most databases will cite articles for you] 


" Nweeia, Martin T. "Narwhal." World Book Advanced. World Book, 2010. Web. n. pag. 3 Dec. 2010.  


“Elvis Presley.” World History: The Modern Era. ABC-CLIO, 2010. Web. n. pag.3 Dec. 2010. 


"Update: Junk Food in Schools." Issues & Controversies. Facts On File News Services, 23 Mar. 2007.n. pag. 


Web. 3 Dec. 2010. 


Stasi, Linda.  "Zombies Rule! Flesh-eaters Beat Bloodsuckers Any Day." New York Post .30  Nov. 2010: n.pag., 


ProQuest Newsstand. ProQuest. Web. 3 Dec. 2010.   


Jost, Kenneth. "Sentencing Debates." The CQ Researcher 5 Nov.  2004: 925-948. CQ Researcher. Web. 28 


Feb. 2008. 


 


 


 







SCHOLARLY JOURNAL ARTICLES 


Refer to the format for Scholarly Journal Article in print above, and add database information indicated. 


Author. "Title of Article." Title of Journal Volume number. Issue number (Year): Pages. Online Database 


Name. Web. Date of Access.  


 


eBOOKS (Web) (5.7.18) 


Author last name, first name. Title. Place of publication: Publisher, date. Website source. Web. Access date.  


Scott, Susan, and C. J. Duncan. Return of the Black Death: The World's Greatest Serial Killer. Chichester, N  


J: Wiley, 2004. NetLibrary. Web. 2 March 2010. 


"Marijuana." UXL Encyclopedia of Drugs and Addictive Substances. Ed. Barbara C. Bigelow. Vol. 4. Detroit: 


UXL, 2006. Web. 3 Dec. 2010. 


WIRE SERVICE – SUCH AS REUTERS OR ASSOCIATED PRESS (5.6.2b) 


Author, title, name of service as publication, owner of service, date published, format, date accessed. URL 


optional 


Golovnina, Maria. "Apathy and Fear as Uzbekistan Votes in Election." Reuters. Thompson Reuters, 27 Dec. 


2009. Web. 31 Dec. 2009. <http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE5BQ07Z20091227>.  


ADDITIONAL COMMON SOURCES 


TELEVISION OR RADIO BROADCAST (5.7.1) 


Title of episode or segment (in quotes if appropriate), title of program or series (italicized), Name of network, 


Call letters and city of  local station, Broadcastdate, Medium (e.g., Radio, Television), supplementary info. 


PERSONAL E-MAIL MESSAGE (5.7.13) 


 


Howard, Teresa. “Feedback on Electronic Writing.” Message to Lily Briscoe. 23 May 1999. E-mail.  


 


 


POSTING TO AN ONLINE DISCUSSION GROUP OR LISTSERV (5.6.2b)  
 


Romney, Paul. “Most Important Elections.” Online posting. H-Canada: Canadian History and Studies. 19 May 


2004. Web. 1 July 2004.  


 


PERSONAL WEB PAGE (5.6.2b) 


 


Bernholdt, David E. David Bernholdt’s Personal Homepage. 8 Oct. 2001. Web. 23 Aug. 2003.  


 


A CD-ROM PUBLICATION (5.7.17) 


 


The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. New York: Oxford UP, 1992. CD-ROM.  







 


ONLINE VIDEO (5.6.2b)  


 


Wesch, Mike. “Information R/evolution”. YouTube. YouTube. 12 Oct.2007. Web. 20 Aug. 2009.  


 


  
SOUND RECORDING (5.7.2) 


Artist name last name first or group name. Title of recording. Performing artists, when different from  


artist or group listed first. Manufacturer/Label, year released. Medium/format.  


 


The Alan Parsons Project. Eye in the Sky. Sony Music Entertainment, 1982. CD.   


 


PODCASTS  
Last name of author/compiler/editor, First name. “Title of Podcast.” Title of Overall Website.  


Version/Edition. Publisher or site sponsor (N.p. if not available), date of publication/last update  


(use n.d. if not available). Web. Date of access.  


Castro, Kenneth. “Bridging Implementation, Knowledge, and Ambition Gaps to Eliminate Tuberculosis.”  


Podcasts at CDC. National Center for Emerging Zoonotic and Infectious Diseases, 2 March 2011.  


Web. 14 March 2011. 


 


A COURT CASE  (5.7.14)  


Name of Case. Volume Source Page. Court. Date. Source..(dated accesses if Web) URL (when applicable).  


 


Dugan v. Ball State University. No. 86-1139. U.S. Ct. of Appeals, 7th Circuit. 6 April 1987. Web.  


14 Feb. 2011. <http://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=7288089933863800725&hl=  


en&as_sdt=2,15&kqfp=17713661721248783805&kql=219&kqpfp=3608366615081235265#kg>  


 


 


DIGITAL FILE ON THE WEB (PDF, MP3 ETC. (5.7.18) 


Note: Use basic format for type of resource (that is, if it is an MP3 of a broadcast, use broadcast format 


to start). Add information as below.  
“Title of episode/segment.” Title of program or series. Name of network. Call letters and city of local  


Station, if any, Broadcast date. Medium of reception. Format.  


“8 Things Everyone Needs to Know about Zombies.” All Things Considered. NPR. WVPE, Elkhart, 31  


Oct. 2010. Radio. MP3.  


 


A LECTURE: 
Speaker's last name, First name and Initial. "Lecture Title (if known)." The meeting title (if  


given). The sponsoring organization (if given). Location. Day Month Year. Lecture.  


 


Bash, Cassaundra. "MLA Citation—Do It in Style." Ancilla College. Donaldson, Indiana. 9 June 2010.  


Lecture.  


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 





