
2009 – 2010 Young Readers Choice Award Nominees ~ Junior Division (grades 4-6) 

 

  

Candy shop war by Brandon Mull 

 

What if there was a place where you could get magical candy? Moon rocks that made you feel weightless. Jawbreakers that made you unbreakable. Or candy that gave animals 

temporary human intelligence and communication skills. (Imagine what your pet would say!)  

 

Four young friends, Nate, Summer, Trevor, and Pigeon, are befriended by Belinda White, the owner of a new candy shop on Main Street. However, the gray-haired, 

grandmotherly Mrs. White is not an ordinary candy maker. Her confections have magical side effects.  

 

Purposefully, she invites the kids on a special mission to retrieve a hidden talisman under Mt. Diablo Elementary School. However, Mrs. White is not the only magician in town 

in need of the ancient artifact rumored to be a fountain of youth. She is aware that Mr. Stott, the not-so-ordinary ice cream truck driver, has a few tricks of his own.  

 

 

 

Diary of a wimpy kid by Jeff Kinney 

 

Boys don't keep diaries - or do they? 

 

It's a new school year, and Greg Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways with kids who are taller, meaner, and already 

shaving. The hazards of growing up before you're ready are uniquely revealed through words and drawings as Greg records them in his diary.  

 

Greg is happy to have Rowley, his sidekick, along for the ride. But when Rowley's star starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best friend's newfound popularity to his own 

advantage, kicking off a chain of events that will test their friendship in hilarious fashion. 

 

Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Eleven-year-old Elijah lives in Buxton, Canada, a settlement of runaway slaves near the American border. He's the first child in town to be born free, and he ought to be famous 

just for that.  

 

Unfortunately, all that most people see is a "fra-gile" boy who's scared of snakes and talks too much.  

 

But everything changes when a former slave steals money from Elijah's friend, who has been saving to buy his family out of captivity in the South. Now it's up to Elijah to track 

down the thief--and his dangerous journey just might make a hero out of him, if only he can find the courage to get back home.  

 

 

Igraine the Brave by Cornelia Funke 

 

Princess Igraine dreams of becoming a famous knight just like her great grandfather, but the truth is, life at the family castle is rather boring. Until the nephew of the baroness-

next-door shows up. He's got a dastardly plan to capture the castle and claim as his own the wonderful singing spell books that belong to Igraine's magician parents.  

 

To make matters worse, at the very moment of the siege, her mom and dad botch a spell, turning themselves into pigs! Aided by a Gentle Giant and a Sorrowful Knight, it's up 

to Igraine to be brave and save the day--and the books! 

 

 

 

 

Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

 

ORPHAN, CLOCK KEEPER, AND THIEF … 

 

Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish 

girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy.  

 

A cryptic drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the backbone of this intricate, tender, and 

spellbinding mystery. 

 

 

 

Marley: A Dog Like No Other by John Grogan 

Meet Marley, a yellow furball of a puppy who quickly grows into a large, rowdy Labrador retriever. With an appetite for nearly anything he can get his mouth around, including 

couches and fine jewelry, Marley is always getting into trouble. Some may say he's the world's worst dog. 

  

But those who know and love Marley accept him as a dog like no other. His heart is pure and his larger-than-life personality irresistible. With unconditional love and loyalty, he 

brings joy to his family, the Grogans, and teaches them what really matters in life.  

 

 

 

The Mysterious Benedict Society by Trenton Lee Stewart 

 

"Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?" 

 

When this peculiar ad appears in the newspaper, dozens of children enroll to take a series of mysterious, mind-bending tests. (And you, dear reader, can test your wits right 

alongside them.) But in the end just four very special children will succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and resourceful children 

could complete. To accomplish it they will have to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 

 

As our heroes face physical and mental trials beyond their wildest imaginations, they have no choice but to turn to each other for support. But with their newfound friendship at 

stake, will they be able to pass the most important test of all? 

 

 

No Talking by Andrew Clements 
 

"You have the right to remain silent." However... 
 

The fifth-grade girls and the fifth-grade boys at Laketon Elementary don't get along very well. But the real problem is that these kids are loud and disorderly. That's why the 

principal uses her red plastic bullhorn. A lot. 

  

Then one day Dave Packer, a certified loudmouth, bumps into an idea — a big one that makes him try to keep quiet for a whole day. But what does Dave hear during lunch? A 

girl, Lynsey Burgess, jabbering away. So Dave breaks his silence and lobs an insult. And those words spark a contest: Which team can say the fewest words during two whole 

days? And it's the boys against the girls.  

 

How do the teachers react to the silence? What happens when the principal feels she's losing control? And will Dave and Lynsey plunge the whole school into chaos?  

 

 

 

Read, or listen to, at least 3 books from this division & vote for your favorite. 

 

Ballots will be available in the library the week of April 5-9, 2010. 

 

Voting at McLoughlin MS is open to ALL students & teachers. 


